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WITCH # 5. SUMMER 2004 
Greetings once again.This is next number The Witch zine in english- 
speaking version.We had decided, that from this number we are going to \ : meern day f- word 
make two differents zin's, one in english-speaking version,and one in a SS epiectetand throw aside 
polish-speaking. It is simple and more reasonable if it walks about : ut Who Ack is dotfag the defining? 
distributing out of Poland. As yet, english version is a bit smallest than #MUeERee : Kgive by our mothers and our 

polish, but I think that than it was extended in previous numbers so more. Ah , Sisters as a gift 

But in the future it can change on better. If it walks about cash, then#} AA o name the injustices 

publishing will be possible due to foundation GLOBAL FOUND FOR WOMEN. | % 

Another time admission must be reprimand and crying(??) over weeping 

polish he/punk stage.Once again | want to bring closer polish mentality | 

and reality of he/punk stage. And what had shocked me last time ..? Few ¥ 
weeks ago was loud about assault nazist on two guys, one of them died, 
probably nazi guys pull out his dreads and thrown him out of train on 
gauges. | write professed because after several days as it happens, it 
| 


ODERN DAY F-WORD 


~ 4 


“3 FEMINISM 


Ss 


¥ a 


a language 
Il them on their shit 
gender oppression 
to reg éseion of our strenght 
and power 
t-fight against it 


‘ ~ Was't assault, neither nazis, but guy really is dead, hut as sources deliver 
} he was drunk and probably he has fallen out from train. It isn't known which version is genuine on 
present day, but | wanted to write about certain incident which has emerged this case.On anarchist- 
feminist meilinig list we talked about this Kills, girls planned demonstrations and actions other types to 
get sound this case. One girl has entered on discussion forum "Ulicznik Radio",which was related 


"the radigatpation 
and now-they want 


this gift 
unliving Radek, there she wanted to know something more about this case. She has informed, that she jing us Whe: 
knows about this event from feminist meiling list, and one of interlocutors said : "what for it (about) fat asa wo you're a "bitch" 


Feminist" ? Hmmmm but exactly for what feminists is it ahout...? Ewerybody knows that feminists 
dislikes guys, they has deal only with womens, and if someone guy has been killed, feminists should be 
glad, because one dick less in the world...Do you see it like this dear listeners and editors Ulicznik Radio? 
Did stupidity has reach on top? If feminists in your opinion are still product of sideline men’ 
independent stage..? Is racismis only yours problem? And Sexism ours? It is possible to assing questio 
and assing. Strange but at the same time everything there is sad, so,! will end this case, but | leave 
reflections to you all. 
But there are still thing which happy and after dose of negative energy it's good to think about 
something great in life. In polish anarcho-fenimist world something has moved on, young blood has 
entered and mixed not bad,there are new titles of zin's,new hands, initiatives, concerts, festivals; Sister 
to Sister,Lechtaczka zine, Chaos grriz, A-Fe!, Marcowanie, Grrriz night parthy, soon there will he first ¥ a j a resen! s: 
jp Ladyfest in Poland ! Something is going on! And greate estimate for all girls which drive it on. | ies} ANGAR is just an inherant reaction to the 
contest, hypocrisy and envy won't blast energy that you are creating. From positive things should allude pain that = have suffered 
memorable, full impressions tour of FUCK FINGER across Italy, about which further more widely. | must and oh | forgot, there’s no inequality 
tell in admission about very positive event, woman's camp in belorussia namely WOMEN SUMMER CAMP. anymore 


if you have found your inner strenght and 
fight for you liberation 

"bitch" 

oh, you mean RADICAL 

and what the fuck is wrong with being 
radical anyway? 

someone has to wake up this blinded, 
droning society 

and what the fuck is wrong with being angry 


which has held it this july under Minsk. Main motive of my departure there,were obviuoslya™ it’s the 90’s now 
§ place(country) of this camp - Belorussia. Country lying so near as well distance is sensible countinously@ “you've come a long way baby" 
f "contacts and comunicate between us. Second aspect of this expedition is feminist form of camp, well, I'm not your baby and the fight is not 
thought many can be hidden under password "woman's"...That was great survival impressive camp, new over yet 
experience, contacts, acquaintances. Thought personally | can't see nothing special to be only in i still can’t walk alone at the night without 
woman's bunch, but it was't too bad. Girls have arrived on camp from ukraine, belorussia, russia, poland the fear of being attacked 
and germany. There were workshops, discussions, common performance, songs at bonfire, girls even and the brainless objectified bodies of 
create radio, we even approach on concert JIHEART, hERODISHONEST, | PLEDGUE MASS, FOLLOW THE women still dangle in the media 


SUN...Next corious survival we could see as there concerts looks like, uff it was hard to find place under | and the bruises of the power hungry fists 
the staye...Several girls from camp has played and singed during concert to rhythm of drums, which was have not left her face yet 
created in camp. | think that it was little revolution on this concert !!!WOW!!! Departure was was very@m=telia =) say the label feminist confines women 
imitated, really big thanks for girls for this venture! in it’s limited boundaries 
FP} Goska it’s not feminism which confines women 
7 . ig: it’s the system that labels our gender as 
GLOBAL FOUND FOR WOMEN, Nina - riot grrri collectif - Belgium, Tea- You if you don’t choose the label 
and me zine, Anfema, Noor Van Venrooy - Women on Waves, Jiheart, CTB!, 2 believe me 


Veruska, Gio, Lara, all girls from Women Summer Cump in Belarus, Nadia - they're going to choose one for you 


Minsk, Rudy, Pawel, Ania - translation er accent priate 
are given by our mothers and our sisters 
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Homophobia, in Poland teaches its peak! 


And what else can be expected from a conservative, catholic 
country. There is no place for “deviants” here as all 
“deviants” are against the christian spirit and as such they 
have to be eradicated, beaten or hospitalized. Everyone 
threatening our familial stabilization need to be pushed to 
the margin, demascated, called perverted, ridiculed or 
locked up or, | will stress once again, hospitalized. .. Our 
Polish children have to be protected from such behaviour, 
showing such a deviation is its promotion, god forbid, more 
of such “perverts” will be brought up... 

Even a few years after the fall of socialism, when the clergy 
started more boldly enter into the surface and plenty of 
people disliked that fact, the favour for homosexuality 
amongst Polish society was a half time bigger than it is now. 
Because now Polish society is speaking more and more 
negatively about homosexuals. It is for sure an outcome of 
an antihomosexual campaign whose main instigators are 
christian environments strongly cooperating with LIGA 
POLSKICH RODZIN (Polish Families League) and MLODZIEZ 
WSZECHPOLSKA (All-Polish Youth) parties meaning nazis 
hiding themselves behind a label of only patriotic... 

The right to life of dignity is not easy to exact from this 
society. It is not easy to strive for acceptance and 
understanding but even for average tolerance. It has been 
noticed and is noticed everyday by the organizers of gay- 
lesbian parties as probably by the two million gay-lesbian 
environment. 

Examples? 


Campaign “Let them see us”. 


30 homosexual pairs. 60 people: lesbians and gays have 
found courage to show their faces in pictures showing love 
and a relationship of two people. In this country it is 
uncommon courage. The author didn't find it easy to find the 
volunteers. And it wasn't an expression of cowardness but 
rather fear about one's life. The people who found the 
courage to show their homosexual orientation were in 
danger of rejection by the family, acquaintances, 
neighbours, employers and so on. An example: two guys 
had to move from their hometown in fear of vexations and 
violence. There were supposed to be hanging billboards with 
pictures of homosexual pairs in a few of the biggest Polish 
cities. In majority of them, for example in Cracow, Warsaw 
they were destroyed or sprayed with paint. In every town 
where an exhibition was going to take place protests were 
organized and pressures on the organizers. 

In Cracow the organizers of the event were even punished. 
The landlord of the building in which the gallery exhibiting the 


homosexual pairs' photos was situated first 
wrote: “| hereby warn you for the first time 
that in case of organizing a similar exhibition 
like on the 11° this month it will be treated as a 
lease agreement breaking with an immediate 
effect” and after a month he has ended the 
lease without giving any reason. It is worth 
mentioning that above mentioned gallery was 
the second place which the organizers of the 
action turned to, the first one “Sukiennice” 
refused the photos exhibition motivating its 
decision with the low pictures quality. 
Unofficially it is known that it was an outcome 
of a political pressure on the side of LPR 
(Polish Families League) aldermen who 
threatened to put forward a motion to 
withdraw the subsidy for the Cracovian 
Association of Fine Arts Artists which is running the 
“Sukiennice” gallery. 


Culture for tolerance. 


On 4-Sth of May was planned in Cracow an event called 
“Culture for tolerance” meaning Cracovian Gay and Lesbian 
Days. 

Within the frames of the event were planned: a scientific 
session on the Jagiellofiski University (UJ), a movie festival, 
a songs recital, theatrical performances, concerts, club 
parties, discussion panels... 

The main patrons of the event were to be the Swedish 
Embassy, the Government Plenipotentiary for the Equal 
Women and Men Status Affairs Izabela Jaruga-Nowacka 
and the Uu's Institute of Sociology. 

On the Sth of May was supposed to take place a march from 
Collegium Novum to Wawel. 

Shortly after putting forward a motion to MZDiK a storm 
broke out started by AllPolish Youth. It started with the 
protest against the march, the organizers of the march 
were accused of provocation because the same day were 
the Saint Steven's Day celebrations. 

The march has been moved to the 7” of May but it didn't 
solve anything. The wave of protests or even an overt call to 
hatred rose. AllPolish Youth wrote letters to the Dean of UJ 
as well as the mayor of Cracow. In result of this letter the 
University withdrew from the_g he 
lectures in the rooms of Univg 


festival's organizing c 
of The Institute of So 
event were receiving dé 
told that he can have pré 
thesis defence. 

“March for tolerance” took place? 
it. A peaceful demonstration organized 
environments was attacked by 
stones defenders of Polish mo' 
was not prepared to intervene 
public battue on the march organizer 
possibility of attack at the de 
demonstrants felt in a trap, a few times the route had to be 
changed and finally the march was interrupted and most of 
the participants had to escape from “the real Poles”. 
Shortly after the manifestation the organizers received 
messages with threats i.e. “Show yourselves at the Old 
Town and you're dead”. 


Cracow “March for tolerance” - contrdemonstration “Homosexy all countries let's cure!” 


The Equality Parade 


Equality Parades in 2000, 2001, 2003 weren't too much of 
a problem for the authorities, christian environments etc. 
And this year the Warsaw's mayor didn't give permission for 
the parade. The organizers referred to the voivode of 
Mazowsze against this decision but Kaczynski was 
unyielding. He kept his decision and didn't permit the march 
without giving any specific reason. During the meeting with 
his party's voters the president was hit in the face with a 
cake by equality parade's advocates. Agitated by it he 
shouted from the depth of the room: perverts, faggots | will 
make order with you! The reason of lack of permission is 
rather clear! 

The parade didn't take place but at that day a FREEDOM 
RALLY with happenings, speeches, chanting slogans and so 
on took place. About 1000 people took part in it. It was a 
protest against censorship and a lack of freedom in this 
country that calls itself democratic. 


These are just a few examples of how initiatives promoting 
the right to dignity in life of homosexual people are treated in 
Poland, the most medial examples. However except for 
these medial there are daily situations, persecutions, the 
hatred promotion, intimidation, ridiculing, humiliation and so 
on. The catholic right and nationalist fighting squads grow 
stronger. In my town there is a very active cell of 
eee. in Youth who are protected by LPR 
ore often the effects of 
alling to hatred towards 
ently they have even 
gsexual relationships and a 
In their street 


a Hipseact. 
rete ead that AllPolish 
rgd ization because 


ach of homosexuals in 


paring in mind that bigger and 


frightens and makes anxious, 
life because homosexuality is 


e for someone, hatred and intolerance 
oundaries. If in a democratic country 
§ silently allow violence and they do not allow 
peaceful manifestations and the protection of the right to 
dignity one has to have his eyes all around his head because 
noone knows from which side the stone will be cast! 

Goska 
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LOVE... 


| begin to wonder, that true love does't exist 
and it is not important it is love from first look, 
or the love most romantic, it is only emotion 
which is bestowed to other person. Always 
when somebody appear we are talks - oh it is 
he, or it is she..We are feeling strangely easily, 
even sometimes wings are growing up, all 
problems seem small and to solve, it is only he 
,or she, only this phone, only this 
message...We don't be ashamed our 
emotions, so we often declare our love ,and 
we say "I love You" and we deny definitively 
when somebody suggest that only sex connect 
us(it is said sometimes completely, that it is 
great but generally crucifying).We cannot wait 
for meeting, holds for hands, passionate 
kisses, we thinks that if the meaning of life 
this person will end our life will stop. Time is 
expires a bit(sometime less sometime 
more)and something strange hapens with our 
greate love.Suddenly this our ideal becomes 
delicatly saying other(??)..1¢ still wants to 
handle me with my hands but it is such child, | 
don't want those kisses not all must see, 
beside how he(she) weird eats, otherwise it 


walks too, he can't handle nothing etc. And 
when it were before our thoughts are 
concentrates only on him(or her), and now are 
concetrating how to finish it in order to do not 
hurts to much(??). And when we have been 
waiting for a very long time our frustrations 
grows, and we knows that our second half has 
been changed for knowledge(??) and doing 
everything fo move out from our balance. And 
sometimes everything is managing to end in 
this way that we are saying only HELLO on 
street, but sometimes not..Probably best 
medicine for broken heart is new relatioship, 
and again searching is begining(hunting?)- 
and we think - this time this is it! (whatever it 
is mean)..Fortress, that only our bodies 
connect us..Someone probably regrets me, but 
I'm doing fine..Of course handle for hands, 
kisses are very important(it is why we are 
different from prostitutes), but sex that I will 
say is incoming target.Iwo warmed up, 
implicate, wet bodies,excitement,euphoria, it 
is very nice for us,ofcourse when right person 
lies near(because unfortunately different 
people we meet and in next morning we can 
regret it,besides | dissuade “accidental 
sex')...Sex is very important element and 
probably without him we can't lay those 
pieces.! will never believe those persons who 
are talking that sex is on the last place in their 
relationships.Maybe this -is strange ,but 
physical contact,intimate communing with 
second person is the only reason of this 
relationship. 


SEXUAL RIGHT - FUNDAMENTAL 


HUMAN RIGHTS! 


| have been sure long ago what kind of 
peoples Poles are , what they are 
representing, but there are still problems 
which be able surprise me.The biggest 
nuisance of Polish people is homosexualist 
problem, you can imagine that is a shame in 
pope land - how it has become? How we could 
admit for it ?!.This is unpleasant, that people 
once again are creating camps in there own 
heads, and who knows where they will 
finish,people which history nothing 
learnt.This must be strange to live in 
conviction, that somethig which we are not 
understand is danger for us. It is probably a 
rule - they don't give me to lives, so I will not 
give them too. Because it prevents in that 
women on street, driver in bus, or my 
Neighbor, that two guys holds for hands or, 
that two girls are sleeping each other?! What 
kind of law it is looked under their quilt, buries 
in their privacy, discuss about it publicy, is that 


normal ?! But fine, wise, believing and fair 
Poles within the confines of social activity, will 
decide for right of homeland - if allow or if 
cure.It is horrible do not have right to sexual 
privacy and equality!..It not photos gay and 
lesbians should abolish stereotypes and 
inform, but photos of people which are talking 
very loud about his hate and intolerance. 
Someone should photograph their faces and 
profiles and near let see with thick letters this 
all smart opinions (in another way | am begin 
to wonder who has agreed with it from they).. 

I suggest begin from polish symbol of 
justice,love to another man, person which 
already possesses thousand language, who 
his wisdom and goodness unifies nations - 
John Paul Il - (for pals JANEK grind drummer) 


If sometime such tie will come on, that aspect 
of phomophobia, racism, sexism or facism will 
begin symbols of losses of humanity?.. 


i 
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Wo-MAN? 

Nothing can delight us so much as, quite well-known 
from a carnival tradition, changing the sexes. That is 
when a man becomes a woman and the other way 
round. A tight dress on a hairy man’s chest, a tie on 
a slim lady's neck. Our male-friend’s face with a 
make-up on it and our female-friend with a little 
moustache. Even the whole culture of drag queen{ 
mister as woman } and drag king (inversely) came 
into being. There are also competitions and fashion 
shows in it. Usually, when disco hits are on, drags 
(trollops) are dancing on the scene, presenting their 
smart clothes. 


The point of it is far from making cheap shows to 
entertain the mob but breaking stereotypical look on 
sexes and their attributes. The guy, who is having an 
excessive make up and is trying to move as if he were 
a female, is just travesting the femininity. The 
costume of common visual codes becomes too tight 
for someone, who wants to go beyond all these 
frames. It is not a sex change, a transsexual parade, 
this is a kind of game with conventions, where you 
are taken in when you care too much about men’s 
and women's matters. It turns out that gender is 
more cultural than biological sex and appears to be 
conventional, artificial. A man with varnished nails 
can ask you in mellow voice to buy him a drink and a 
girl in very short haircut and with a square jaw, 
pisses squatting. 

While participating in drag queens’ and drag kings’ 
shows we are the witnesses of a total negation of 
sexual dualism. It is not enough for a normal person 
to choose a certain sex and to try to force himself in 
this, put on him by nature. There are as many sexes 
in the reality as living people, moreover noone forces 
us to be a man or a woman if we do not want to. 
Obviously our culture orders us to be a brave man 
and a sensitive woman, but we are not model ones. 
We can always notice a small crack, from which 
someone completely different looks on us, or maybe 
itis our mirror? 


The game of genders should not be reserved for 
oes shows In gay & lesbian clubs but should be 
played in everyday life. Because nothing liberates so 
much as breaking different rules and the anarchists 
should know it the best. 


Thus, during the closest demonstration | want to see 
BB clad in feather-boas and the girls in balaclavas. 


Have a nice queering! 


PRO CHOICE - THE HIGHEST WELFARE 
OF OUR CHILDREN 


OK. | made something very subversive an 
unfashionable in anarcho - feministic milieu: | got 
pregnant. And | did not decide on abortion. What's 
more: it was a planned pregnancy, well-thought-ou 
and long dreamt of. It is something like giving an Oi - 
punk Duldung's CD or Hair movie path for hi 
birthday. Such foux - passe is completely 
inapropriate. But there are people who whimper 
over pram and those who claim that "children stink ” 
(dont you think that it sounds like” Niggers stink” ?). 
Instead of shouting with Cheerleaders during the 
manifiestation: "| do not want to be child-loaded * | 
preferred conversations about names for a girl and 
similar things. | felt totally committed in political 


a 


ot 
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issues but some matters had to be changed. For 
example, | wasn’t able to party all the time. | lived in 
Sulejawek and every night home-coming was 
crowned by drowsy vowing that | will never party 
again. 

However, | write this text neither to confide at the 
forum nor to remember this "blessed state ” with 
tears in my eyes (cool blessed with morning nauseas 
and heartburn after even the smallest bite) or to 
advertise the maternity. The matter is serious. 
While parading with a stomach | felt that | can say a 
lot about a free choice. As struck would have it, my 
experiences came together with Dutchwomen’'s 
visit and with a fuss about Langenord. Debate about 
women's right to abortion raised both sides’ 
pressure; however, it finished as quickly as it 
appeared. There are still subjects in this country 
which shouldn't be talked about because they are 
against venerable Karol's advices. | think that all we 
saw on TV and read in newspapers cannot be called 
a conversation. Why, the fuck, two Members of 
Parliament Str’k and Giertych are always 
commenting on everyting what happens in this ultra - 
Catholic country? Because this is an ultra- Catholic 
country and you, girl, had better stroke your swelled 
stomach and wait for the miracle of giving life. Amen. 
Great. So | was rolling over wildly hot Warsaw, from 


a demonstration to a picket and | really wanted to 
kick up their asses. Moreover, The Ligue of Polish 
Asshole Families arrested works of art of Nieznalska 
and the judge told her to take up some "useful ” acts, 
e.g. charity or helping children. Children... You see, 
this subject is given to me. After having studied lots 
of newspapers and books | already knew how a 
mucous suppository looks like and when a childbirth 
sets up and even what to do when a child has a colic. 
| waited anxiously, changing TV programmes till the 
middle of July. For the time of birth of my more and 
more heavy child. Everyone asked "Are you still 
here??” and it seemed to me that | was dropped in 
pregnancy and it lasts at least 5 years. | was doing 
the concerts, bunkering my stomach in jackets in 
order to muffle my child against noise and | was 
pleased that | would see him soon. | thought about 
these girls who slipped up in pregnancy or were 
pregnant in a result of a rape. | couldn't imagine it! 
It's just unworkable. You carry something / 
someone and you do not want this / him ?? It must 
be some metaphysical nightmare! The eternal fight 
with inside of your body, which you are going to lose 
in the final battle. If you want this you - give birth or if 
you do not- you remove. Maybe the problem is less 
complicated and just morally simpler than it seems 
to be? 


Finally, this day came and | had to go to 
hospital. According to advice of "Rodziee Po Ludzku ” 
Fund | chose a hospital near Warsaw, in which for 
small money, it is possible to have a family childbirth 
in water. It means that child goes out to water and 


he/she is there for about a minute, until he/she 
learns to breathe. | thought it will be deprived of 
trauma of "the first shout”. In a child-bearings school 
| learnt that | should breathe with a diaphragm while | 
am having cramps and | was prepared that it will be 
painful. Well, so it seemed to me "before ”... | was on 
pathology of pregnancy ward but not because 
something was wrong with my child, just because 
everyone was placed there. Symptomatic...We 
were laying with our protruding stomachs and 
waiting. In addition to this, on this ward there were 
also women who miscarried and it was a really 
terrible play of the medical service. Maybe the 
hospitals are poor and there are not enough space, 
but can you imagine a woman who lost pregnancy 
(or a child - what you will), which she accepted and 
she has to look on women who will give birth any 
moment. Yes. In this country it's a kind of 
geld sal you see you didn't do your best, so now, 
ook at future moms. In Poland, having children is 
considered to be a civil duty. Unfortunately, when it 
pone to help to these "possessing ”, it is up to the 
ill. 


| gave birth happily. Without an antalgia {yes!), | 
spent almost all the time in water (in the last 
moment the child’s pulse fell down and one should 
take him out quickly), squatting in the corner of a 
ward and with a helping hand of a cool midwife. My 
partner saw me screaming and blooding and he lives 
somehow. Being together is not equal with fragrant 
dating in strings. | thought that the moment when a 
child goes out will be like in tearjerking films. Our son 
jumped out while the next pressure and hunched 
landed on my stomach. Instead of looking at me with 
love, he crapped me and Zbyszek from heels to ears. 
9-monthed arse after spending the time inside me. 
And it was the really beginning of my educational 
problems. But it was really cool. Hormones and 
ecstasy. | haven't got puerperal depression. | was 
this lucky girl who wasn’t caught up by it . And again: 
| cannot imagine a chick who feels it and doesn't 
want to give birth. For all interested in - it really hurts. 
Very much. 


And | will be fighting with all my strengths for the 
right of birth control for all women and because of all 
the reasons. No one can feel such pain only because 
she got pregnant by mistake. It's inhuman! 


| am a mum of a cool boy, who is my 
sensible "burden ” . | try to live as always and to 
reconcile my passion and dreams with maternity {I 
mean"24 hour long work without any reward and 
conveniences *). There are curbs and steps 
everywhere, they cannot be forced by prams, there 
are not any moms with children in a public space. | 
push my burden and grumble on discrimination of 
‘the mother of Poland”. 


But it is my decision. And it will stay such forever, 
And for all pro - lifers, instead of propagandist " 
Niemy Krzyk" slogans, | suggest you a solid birth of a 
child of 3600. And the lack of social benefits, in 
order to aving a crap into cassocks not in Pampers 
for 50 zl.Go and multiply and remember: pro - choice 
is our duty for the children who do not want to 
frustrate their parents, who are forced to "having " 
and "educating ”. Pro - choice is comfortable for our 
psycho, 


Your Mamma - sita 


BODY DESCRIBED IN HISTORIES OF 
PHOOLAN DEVI AND WARIS DIRIE 


Waris and Phoolan are two women,who were born in no-east 
.culture.Both of them had to earfy became independent and 
both of them underwent what is the poverty as well. They had 
a lot of features in common,but all their experiences 
connected with their corporality are the most binding. 


Phollan Devi was just eleven years old ,when her 
parents sold her to a three times older men than she was.In 
Indie, where she lived,a custom like this commands to look for 
a good merchant for a doughter,who are obliged to give a 
proper gifts which will be able to recompense a lack of 
additional pair of hands to clean Ingenious ceremonies are 
just an empty rite which has nothing to do with a happineg of 
oathing.|t is a very rare situation when young pair is able to 
meet before wedding and they never have chance to get used 
to each other.A free choice is just a kind of a dream for a 
woman .In young gilrs case marriage is just changing their 
home and changing a place to clean and:cook as well.Since 
they start to menstruate they dont have to be worry about 
coinstrait of carrying on with their husband.Phoolan came up 
a widow,who had a lot of difficulties. with humpering his lusts 
in the presence of a pretty girl. .Under the mask of .fun he 
inclined. her to go to an empty room with him,and there they 
had a full of violence sex. Phollan’s.vagina was too small, so 
her husband Putti Lalu cut it.with a knife and scratch it with a 
stick .An alien,cold obcject thrusted .in her body.this is the 
firt rape made on Phoolan in her whole life. It is accompanied 
with a feeling of a fear and dread, pain. Very important is also 
an expeirence of abandoning her body,which Phoolan 
described as _: “A snake is, tearing.me,eating me, it’s fatter 
than | ,I'm gonna die.|'m falling in to some kind of a deep scary. 
well.My life is leaving me ,and | can’t scream neither can | 
defend myself. <page 69> and later: “I'm just like a doll, which 
is.distressed by him., as he likes. There's no life in my ,just a 
pain and suffering.<page 70>" A lack of feeling of strenght 
appears, "maybe I'm dead” wondered girl. When she was able 
to run of her prosecutor,she isn’t even able to functioniere 
normally.” I'm slobbing sitting on the ground,| feel so bad,as | 
was going to vomit ,| suffer of a_pain,as the fire was digesting 
my body. “A grimness gives the fact that she can’t count on 
anybody,she doesn’t know anyone. in her husband's 
village. ,her parents are far away from her.” Screaming in my 
mind,| call my mam or dad,| call all those who ca secure me , | 
beseech all godess to come and rescue me,but nobody can 
hear me.” Her body is being penetrated by force, cut,touched 
then beaten and wounded.Phoolan don’t understand why 
does someone is hurting her so much.She isn’t even aware 
that she is having a sex ,she wouldn't be able to recognize a 
conception of arape for along time. Till today she was beaten 
for a bad behavour,now she didn’t do anything wrong and this 
confusion intensified her sense of prejudice. 


Waris Dirie experinenced her . first try of rape by 
her uncle in a very similar way. Becouse of her young age 
would-be ravisher also was trying to delute .her by telling a 
fairy tale.Just becouse of too quickly prosecutor's gush there 
is no sexual intercourse. Waris could feel only a sperm on her 
body and scared run to her mother.A real rape is something 
we can call circumcision .Girl lived in Somalia,where 6 
thousand of children became a victims of this .lameness.a 
day in the name of islamic culture. Between East. Africa’s and 
middle Africa tribes all people belive  that’what is 
betweengir''s legs is something evil’, this is something which 
is unclear so it has to be eradicted.”So thats why they get rid 
of everything. Clitoris, Smaller lips of pudendum .After cutting 
the wound.is pieced.and everything what is left after 
genital's organs is just a scar. with a little hole, through which 
the urine s_and blood during a monthlies escapes. Waris has 
an older sister,who is preparing to a marriage and has to 
be..lamened tobe propoerly “secured” merch .for a men. All 
what gilr knew about this crime just that after it you become a 
women. So as an every little girl she wants to feel older than 
she is.So she asks‘her mother for. circumscision. They called 
for a charlatan and Waris’s request becames real .She felt 
the same what Phoolan had during her rape. Her body is . g 
being cut. and masacred.as well’And after that | knew how it 
is when they cut you some part of your body.! heard some 


sounds of a blunt object cutting .my own skin (...Jeven though | 
didn;t budged “ At this point girl realised herself,why 
somebody is hurting her so much even that nobody had 
forestalled her how is it going to look like.An initation 
ceremony conversion from child to an adult in case of girls is 
particulary cruel.Waris felt the same as Phoolan,who was 
feeling a great pain as she was leaving her body.” At that 
moment | experienced a feeling ,as i was raising.above 
ground.The pain was left somwhere below me and | was 
flying above this scary scene,watching a woman_ piecing my 
maltreted body clasped by a poor mother.And then | felt 
incredible calm-nothing was painful,! wasnt afried of anyting” 
Distance of awerness and flying out of it somwhere above my 
corporality is an experience often recgnized in people .,who 
felt.a clinical death.It might be also a try of defense before 
realising a unbelivable pain.In some situationas our common 
sense rejects feeling of real condition.-and turn on a defeat 
system.Levitation and possibility of looking on our corporal 
Covering.is a final alienation from our body.A lot of 
women,who.survived a rape aren't able to come back to their 
body and that's why they are.miserable .in it,don’t feel it as 
usuall and desire of.rejection 


In the next scene of a rape Phoolan lost her 
feeling of reality as well,her thoughts stoped existing and her 
whole “being” was concentrated on supporting a 
life.,.waiting.what was going on with her body.” | don't know 
what day is to day,or | don’t even know what time is it.where 
are we?How many hours it has lasted.(...)You feell nothing 
.My mind isn’t working.|'m dead, but still alive.l pray to Gods 
and Durgi,|'m asking them to give me at least a small chance 
to run, but then I.sank into darkness. They had encirclated me 
as wolves. And maybe I'm just dead.| 've lost whole my phisical 
awarness of reality. My body doesn’t exist.'m in the hell (....) | 
‘ve got some kinds of hallucination,| see some kinds od 
pictures(...) |’m calling Gods and Godnesses to rescue me,| 
cry.voiclessly to let me be alive.| see myself running carefree 
through the jungle,under the big trees.| 'm revenging,il’m 
killing this red beast.Then the darkness came back.” (page 
248) 
Phoolan Devi hauled form village to village,displayed for men 
was sustaining a humilitation.A rape as an act of violence ,a 
desire of final bedstraggle .of personality and body many 
times became a men's weapon. In our heroine issue a 
revenge was connected with her dircetly.But often it was 
leveled into innocent victims,accidental women and_ it 
suppousdto show all the enemy men taking them everything 
what belongs to them/. 


Andrea Benton Rushing in her autobiographical 
essey “surviving rape: a morning/mourning ritual” describes 
in a detailed way how much time and effort she.sacrified to 
liberate from rape’s trauma.Endless interrogations, meetings 
for violence's victims, getting use to new society role 
again,overcoming all her fearsDiscovering her won 
body,which may become the biggest enemy. Disability to take 
control over eternal trembling .of skin.,rape which thrilled 
her.The style of this violence accident’s description doesn't 
differ from words used in quoted memeories."! thought it was 
a dream | pray to God to save my life” “| heard chorous, which 
wass singing-| dont know where but i know for sure that you 
will do that,! can’t see that, but i know that you can hold this 
.God plese,touch someone now, now “ (page 286) 


In this place the desricption becames 
chaotic,interupted,there some words are missing to 
relate.this experience. Some sentences appear, which seems 
to come from some retarded person. ,but what is strange up 
here is an act that the author keep her awerness all the time 
during this process., she’s strained as much as it’s possible 
Adrenaline makes that some gestures more realistic than in 
normal situation.Her corporal senses suffer and it’s not about 
psychical symptoms of attac.:broken arm,broken nails.In 
exeirence like this body plait with mind and rape strongly make 
this synthesis. real 


What | wanted to underline in this three 
descriptions is a situation of a subject..not in every case a 
voice of those girls sound auntentic_on their books pages. The 
history of Andrea Rushing is described by herself and it gives 
an impression of reality thanks to additional piesces of diary 


currently relating progress of her therapy Rushing felt a 
strong desire to describe her story and she gave them a 
literal-poetic form.Her body is shown by herself, you can even 
notice that this body is descibing and being descibed as well. 


We can see differences in Phoolan and Waris's 
stories.First of them was faund by a jurnalist in a indian 
prison.She was asked to tell her shocking life,she did it..she 
told them to an alien person.Unfrotunately,Phoolan cannot 
read either write <in axception of her own signature>,so 
whole process of archivalization .is a kind of an interwiev. 


Written, recorded and then drafted and 
elaborated stories are put into some form.The last part of 
preparing memeories of courageous .fighter on reading 
aloud the whole material and.acceptance every single page by 
Phoolan's signature.all the scariest memories. Of heroine 
.humilitation, reeatedly.rapes. lost of the closest poeple. all 
this things came.a long way before it looks like now.Spoken 
word,alive and not limited was .formulated.in the text's 
frames which was ready to print.and dissemination. what was 
really strange was that she was able to tell her story but she 
wasnt able to use her own words. 


Waris Dire was in a very similar situation,who 

was discovered by a journalist and caught of a thousands of 
interviews printed in a women magazines.Here the role of 
Cathleen Miller conisted of drafting Waris’s story and 
acquiring it ona bookselling market. 
Making it easier to read and better for a comercial book it 
was atrytoshow to European readers the life of an exotic 
top-model. Who in the past was submited to tortures. Waris 
by letting them to pint their memories in a very popular 
magazine maybe felt kind of a mission.She wanted to tell in 
public about her own tragedy to warn .other women form 
circumcision their daughters. To make it available in so many 
places as it;s possible it had to be rather easy and .easily- 
aquired, interesting text.|t's difficult to estimate if its a real 
Waris story in an every word or if it was shortened and 
changed version It’s not recording the monologue.but it 
wasn't such a difficult process as in Phoolan devi case, In the 
moment where the body is screaming <the act 
of.circicimsion.> the story became to speak in emotional 
leanguage and all writen words have difficulties with carrying 
the load of a vibrating memories. 


A weft of a monsters.,women rejected from the 
offiacial society is here paradoxically very important .becouse 
both Phoolan and Waris are said to be famous and 
appreciated.Fisrt of them is still a kind of a legend in Indie,ina 
pecular manner she is an equivalent ofthe Robin Hood,and 
resound in a people's songs and legends.The second is a 
beautifull women, who is fully appreciated by all those who are 
concerned in a fashion life.But even this can’t change the fact 
that they are still indicated...and this is a dauble stigmat : 
since the birth as a woman and the one assigned to their 
bodies Irrevocably lameness genital organs or 
repeated.violence on a sexual aspect put the corporality of 
our ladies in a special light. An ironical modification of a myth 
about a beautiful.happy women with a masaced 
organs.(Waris) and a national hero as a_ fighting 
woman.(Phoolan)Nothing is completely ideal and this makes it 
impossible to be fully aceptable by us. There is something 
which deter us from them. Scary mistery,which aren't our 
history.We are really fascinated and interested how the 
story would look like if it was said by them without 
changes.Maybe our versions of their stories were 
censored,changed and words might been missed.Maybe 
some parts of those stories weren't printed becouse they 
weren't attractive enough or incoherent. with a plot. 


Waris and Phoolan are two women lamened by a 
society,a dominating repressioning culture .Everytime we 
want to change existing cliche we may be punished. It’s worse 
if we were born in a culture,where little girls are castrated or 
given away in marriage Incapacitate .iexists also in textes 
describing histories of the people like this.Is thre any way to 
show the world the tragedy ofthoausands of women,a way 
which doesn't avoid heroines _.themsleves?When their 
bodies woul speak with their “full voice” ? 
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I'M TALKING TO YOU, MEN! 


We were standing in a queue for train 
tickets. Me and my two male-friends. 
We decided to separate, they went 
shopping, | stayed by a ticket office. 
When my friends walked away, a back- 
scratcher standing in front of me 
started talking. Where do | live? How old 
am |? Where am | going? He was looking 
at me, marking. | felt so helpless, on 
display. A woman, who is without any 
assistance (read: without a man by her 
side), has no option in a public place. She 
has to put up with strange guys’ 
company. We rebel against the 
situations in Islamic countries where 
women cannot leave their houses 
without husband's, brother's or father’s 
assistance. In our western culture we 
have similar, but subtle, limitation 
because it is written not in the Law but in 
stereotypes and tradition. Unmated 
woman / girl is lost. Unmated woman 
will not manage alone at the office, in a 
restaurant, at the university. Unmated 
woman is sad bwhy such a beautiful 
mouth is not smiling?). Unmated woman 
is waiting. For a word, for a gentleman's 
gesture. 


On a train | was trying to tell the event 
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my friends, but they did not understand 
what | was talking about. Nothing 
happened. The man wanted to be nice 
and friendly. He ONLY asked me. 


Well, why didn’t he ask when my friends 
were by me? 


It was really hard to explain, what | felt 
irritated of so much. | think that the lack 
of experience of being "on fire" was a 
barrier. | have been wondering how | can 
bring this feeling closer to my friends. 
And finally | have found the lyrics of 
French band - Kochise, which miscellany 
includes "Stop raping now!" 


"lm talking to you, men!" 
Does a woman on a train, a tube or a 
bus, at the platform, sit by you and ask: " 
what is your name? are you alone? 
where do you work? | will take you for a 
drink tonight" 


At the beginning you think that these are 
only words, which may begin friendship 
but later you begin to understand 
quickly... 

Many people would say:" Well, | would 
like something like this happen to me ". 
Women do not wish you this. Women 
experience this at least once in their lives 
because they are women and because 
our patriarchal system idealizes them as 
mothers but rapes them as women. 


Do you know the feeling when fear 
masters you, when you come back home 
late in the evening and a man attacks 
Bes He is drunk or not but you still don’t 

now... 


Have you ever been called a bitch or a 
whore? 


The system and family spirit make us 
think so: " If women are unhappy why 
they go out alone in the evening? They 
should care about house!" 


Have you ever had this mad craving 
for killing all these fucking bastards, 
who say that you are "good for fucking 
"? This is exactly what he thinks, it’s 
not his sexual thirst but despoilment of 
a body and classing it as lower and 
subjected. 


So if a man accompanies 
you, everything is OK and nobody 
attacks you because of your "shield " :" 
She is protected. Do not touch!" 
thinks a man who passes you. 


We can also talk about a word: to 
seduce. He is a seducer = she is a 
whore. 


You are a man, who is perfumed, 
shaven, wearing elegant clothes, you 
are a man who Is respected who 
wants to be such. 


You have a make up on your face, 
you are perfumed, dressed in a short 
dress. So you are a whore who wants 
to be fucked. 


Procuration on the streets or in a 
workplace, violence in a marriage, 
degradation of feminine image in ads 
(we are not talking about certain roles 
in a household, differences in wages, 
political functions...) - this is the real 
patriarchal system. " 


Maybe this will explain the point that 
I'm talking about. When | come back 
home alone and till the 10th floor | 
have to listen to the stories of a man 
who is going in a lift with me, which 
are about weather, politics and about 
my earrings. 


THE PROBLEM IS IN HEADS! 


If we speak about social 
inequality ( of men 
&women), we should think: 
who’re troubled by this 
problem? 

People, who’ re not 
suited by relationship in 
society, try to change 
something, try to fight 
with fucking prejudices, 
just live and don’t ask 
for right of choice. But 
often, conversing with my 
kinswomen, I deep in though Is the problem for them at 
all? There are many kinswomen I don’t understand. It 
seems fuck it, let them live by their own lives and 
particularly behave themselves stupidly, marry, became 
narrow minded housewifes, chicken girls and so on, 
fulfilling their roles in society . In this fucking society, 
where everyone aspires to ‘american dream’, visits 
MacDonald’s on holidays, enters BRUY /Belorussian 
Republic Union of Youth/ (although it is for ’american 
dream’, too). 

But I can’t watch all this. I hate this fucking 
system as I hate racism & everything like this. But I want 
to drop out the borders so much! It’s like I’m sitting ina 
prison cell trying to destroy trellis, and such the girls 
from neighbouring cell are dancing in rounds, singing and 
polishing their shackles with love. On one hand, girls, who 
want to be free & independent, are fighting and screaming, 
and another don’t participate in anything. Moreover, the 
second group is bigger. 

May be, the second will understand one day, that most of 
their problems happen because of their own blame. A lot of 
girls don’t understand that they put themselves on the 
lowest status. 
Because of this it’s difficult to speak about mass 

and fundamental changings when we have such a situation. 

So, it turns out that the problem is in heads, and not 
so much in male as in female. If all we showed who are we & 
what we want, patriarchal order should destroy. To my 
mind, changings should begin from such future and 
present housewifes, but not from war with men. 

So the topic is open for discussion 


Nadia /bluegrrri@mail.ru/ 


Abortion - typical 
misunderstandings 


Abortion is a standard problem 
of the feminist movement. The 
main causes are emotions of the 
followers and the opponents. 
These emotions make the 
discussion impossible because 
we don't listen the arguments of 
the other side. In my opinion, 
one of the reason of appearance 
of such situation is lack of 
wisdom in the matter. Therefore 
the aim of this short article is to 
investigate several opinions 
which are thorougly false. 

Let's begin from the example 
given by the antiabortionists - there is no difference between 
removal foetus five minutes ante partum and destruction of a child 
five minutes after a childbirth. Therefore, if we agree with the right 
to abortion, we will affirm that we can_ kill new-born children as 
well. No one cannot agree with something like this. Are 
antyabortionists right? Partially they are. It is rather obvious that 
there is no huge difference between a foetus which will come to 
this world in five minutes, and a child who has already been there 
for five minutes. It doesn't mean that abortion should be 
forbidden. The only consequence of this fact is presumption that 
suitably developed foetus cannot be removed. The countries, 
which legalized abortion, accepted some legal solutions to this 
range. Probably everyone would admit that such regulations are 
necessary. The only problem is to estabilish the border from which 
the foetus is protected. There are many possibilities for and against 
but we won't talk them over here.It is important to mark that the 
followers of abortion do not declare killing small well-formed 
children who will be on the world soon. The attribution of the 
opinion is one of the most frequent, title misunderstanding. 


daniel sanietzaacown.n 


Does foetus feel? 

The next matter which should be discussed is the problem 
if foetus can feel. Majority of us if found out that would be tear to 
pieces by some surgical tools would fear of this terribly and 
probably would do everything to avoid such fate. If we transfer this 
image on the foetus it will seem entirely natural that we feel the 
compassion for him and we go against the idea of causing such 
pain. In fact we have to explain one thing. In order to feel pain, one 
needs to have his nervous arrangement developed, without it not 
only pain but also pleasure cannot be felt. The first synapse and 
ovule of nervous arrangement comes into being in the nineteenth 
week of development of the foetus. In other words, the removal of 
a foetus before the nineteenth week does not cause any feelings. 
The foetus does not feel any pain because it is not properly 
developed.All those people who think that we should forbid an 
abortion because we cannot cause pain of any living creature are 
simply wrong. 


Do the basic moral norms forbid abortion? 

Another opinion states that we should forbid abortion 
because it opposes many moral norms. They are not specified and 
thought to be the reflection of the opinions of majority and they 
derive from our cultural heritage. What can we say? We can show 
that "the basic moral norms " are:not engraved in stone but they 
depend on principles created and changed by people. The glance 
on history of mankind permits us to see that many norms which 
were natural and universally accepted are considered to be 
immoral and prohibited nowadays. There are many examples: let's 
consider the matter of punishments. Thieves were killed and 
tortured before the execution. Death penalty for a horse thief was 
nothing unusual and it does not mean however that we will provide 
it in a modern manner. There are many differences between the 
nations of the world these days, the existence of them shows 
impossibility of stating durable, basic moral norms. In our culture 
the marriage has monogamic character, but there are regions 


where polygamy is general. Majority of us thinks that we shouldn't 
eat dogs. In fact The last World Football Championship showed that 
Koreans think that dogs' meat is a great delicacy. These several 
examples would affirm that referring to the basic moral norms in 
matters of abortion are simply useless. 


Is foetus of the right to decide? 

The antiabortionists often tell that abortion is the public 
injustice. We have a woman with the desire of abortion and on the 
other hand we have a foetus which cannot express its opinion. 
Therefore the opponents say they have a duty to stand up to 
defence these who cannot protect themselves. Are they really 
right? It seems that they aren't. Firstly, one should say clearly that 
the foetus has not got a consciousness and desires. All of those 
who express their opinion on behalf of the foetus usurp the right to 
share voice. They attribute sure opinions to the foetus, while in 
reality the foetus has any opinions. 

However the new-born child who will come on the world soon does 
not differ from the foetus fundamentally. Small children have sure 
rights, inclusive the right to protect their lives. Don't we have a 
similar situation in case of the foetus? The foetus has the sure 
right to be kept alive but it does not it mean that ‘the right is 
entitled to him throughout the gestation. It other words, foetus has 
to be well-compound first to become a man to get these rights. 
Obviously the largest problem comes into being if we ask: "In 
which moment the foetus becomes a man ". There are many 
different conceptions, however we can say that we know when 
foetus is not a man, namely it is before nervous arrangement is 
developed and as long as any contact with the external world is 
possible. The most competent in this matter are doctors and 
therefore we will keep away from speculation on the subject. 

The antiabortionists will not be satisfied with these 
decisions. They usually postulate that the right to life is entitled 
when sperm will join ovocyte. It seems that it is an essential 
inconsistency. Why can't we recognise that not only embryo has 
the right to life but also an individual sperm or ovocyte? From 
specific point of view both these elements can be the child. 
However nobody cares of individual sperms. 

The enemies of the Sright to abortion produce the similar 
inconsistency when they admit abortion as a result of rape or 
threat of the mother's health. If the foetus would have the 
inalienable right to life, the fact that he was conceived by the act of 
rape should not be so important. We would not agree if someone 
wanted to kill child born with the rape but we agree to remove 
pregnancies formed as a result of this crime. What does it mean? It 
shows that even the antiabortionists mark the difference between 
the child and the foetus, moreover they know they aren't equal, the 
same. 

Can we think of some conclusions at the end? The point of 
this article wasn't the persuasion to permit the abortion but to 
explain the most characteristic misunderstandings which come out 
in discussions about women's rights. It seems to us that the point 
was reached with simultaneous and candid objectivity. 


< daniel2446@wp.pl > 
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Can abortion be well-founded? Therefore the people who affirm that the foetus is a child mean 
= a iat if any dramatic cases are not to happen, the child will rise 


Discussions about abortion ay i 
emotions. However, it's bad when e f the 
enemies of the woman's right to. 
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It may seem strange for many people that we_ resign 
from the religious point of view so easily. It's because the faith is 
considered t@be an important part of social life and also the main 
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the religioGs*arguments. Secondly, there are so many religions 
that it is iffyp®ssible to judge which one tells the only truth. So 
before taking into consideration these religious insinuations it is 
desirable pr ove its veracity. And that's why we cannot use 
religion in the be mental contemplations. 

iubject of abortion is concerned we need to 
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ible because the antiabortionists think 
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NOOR VEN VENROOY - Women on Waves 


1. Why you participate in project Women on waves? 

At first:| was just looking for a ship to work on, for an ‘in between jobs period’. 
When | heard that WoW was planning a trip again, and that they were looking 
for crewmembers | immediately contacted the organisation. For me that was 
the perfect combination: a ship to sail on, and also be able to actively 
participate in the Women’s Right to Decide - issue. After a few meetings in 
Amsterdam with the other women involved, where | learned that WoW had , 
been invited by several:Polish organisations, united in the Sterr Committee, and i 


Where | got: to know a bit more about the Polish political situation, | was really 
motivated to participate, 


we. 


with activity in feminist movement, and perhaps nor-this nor this? ag 
My daily life is @ mixture of all different kinds of things. In art school | was 
educated to be a graphic designer, but as a freelance designer | mainly apply 
those skills in working for non-profit organisations that don’t have a lot of money | 
(as opposed to big commercial companies) to stand out and get attention. 
Furthermore, | am-a volunteer for different organisations and 

foundations that focus on equality for all. | think bringing up issues such as 
racism, sexism and homophobia and turning it into a public discussion is very 
important for the development of social awareness. Althought | feel very much 
conncted to the sea, I'm not a ‘fulltime sailorgir!’. | grew up on sailing ships, but «= 
nowadays | mostly sail in my holidays and for projects such as WoW. 4} we 


2. What you-do on daily life, whether your life is connected with sea whether Sanesior’ wo nail 


3. Are you participated also in expedition Wow to Ireland and how you 
remember this in comparison to Poland? 

Although | wasn't involved in WoW when they went to Ireland, | followed their 
battle for Abortion Rights with great interest: But as | was only informed by the 
various media then, itis very difficult for me to compare the Irish situation to 
the Polish situation. 


4. Write what you felt during sailing on Langenort to Poland, whether you 
expected less aggressive or perhaps more aggressive reception from polish 
pro-life movement? 

Although we did get:some information about this movement, and the way. they 
were likely to. respond to our visit, it was very difficult to anticipate on what to 
expect excactly. | heard about the possibility of serious threats towards the 
crew and the ship, but it's so unreal to imagine that can really happen, 
especially when you feel you're not doing anything wrong. So at first, when we 
entered the harbour in Wladi | was a little intimidated by all the bold-headed 
egg-+throwing hysterically shouting men standing on the key, because | still didn't 
know exactly how agressive and mad they were. But after a while | realised that 
although they did have a very threatening attitude, they mostly wanted attention 
from the media, So then | wasn’t impressed very much anymore. 


5. Langenort had problems with putting into port, whether during these several 
days when you drifted on sea, had you moments of despair. Whether you 
thought about this, that You can not put into port at all? 

After five days and nights at sea on a not so very big ship, all we wanted was to 
get to our destination: the harbour of Wadi. Not just to have a shower :-) but 
mostly to meet the people that invited us and were waiting anxiously for our 
arrival. So when the weather stopped us from putting into port immediately, | 
was a little dissappointed. But in my mind, there was 

never a doubt that in the end we would achieve our goal. 


6. How you estimate this undertaking after several months...? 

fm still very pleased with my decision of taking part in this project. | met:a lot of 
really nice and interesting people, and every now and then | realise (much more 
than before) how lucky | am to be able to decide about my own life (and body, in 
this matter) without legal restrictions from law or religion. And | really wish this 

for all the women all over the world. a 
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women on Waves In portugal! 


The Women on Waves ship Borndiep arrived back in the 
Netherlands on Tuesday the 14 th of September The ship 
and its crew had left for Portugal on august 23 on the 
invitation of the Portuguese organizations Nao te Prives, 
Youth Action for Peace, UMAR and Club Safe. 

The purpose of the ships visit was to call attention to the 
consequences of illegal abortion, to give information and 
sexual health education and to catalyze change of the 


restrictive abortion law.The ship could also show another © 


European reality;that women can be treated with dignity 
and are entitled receive proper abortion care. The 
medical staff of Women on Waves has permission from 
the Dutch government to provide the abortion pill to 
women with unwanted pregnancy in international 
waters under Dutch law. At least 20.000 illegal abortions 
are performed in Portugal each year. As a result of 
complications of these illegal abortions approximately 
100 women have died unnecessary in the last 20 years. 
Moreover, at least 25 women have been prosecuted for 
having illegal abortions in the past couple of years. 


When the ship arrived at Portuguese national waters, the 
Portuguese minister of defence Paulo Portas forbade the 
ship to enter national waters.Even es the ship would 
not have violated any Portuguese, Dutch or international 
laws with the activities on board, the Minister of Defence 
claimed the ship posed a severe threat to the national 
security. By denying the ship entry to Portuguese waters, 
the Minister violated all the international and European 
conventions and international recognized rights. 


In spite of the fact that non of the crew on board, nor any 
of the Women on Waves volunteers had ever committed 
any crime and were never convicted, and the ship did not 
carry any weapons, two war ships guarded the Borndiep 
during 24 hours while it was waiting in international 
waters. 


The Dutch minister of Foreign affairs, Bot also 
acknowledged that the Portuguese had violated the 
international convention of the law of the seas and 
friendly requested entry of the ship.In the mean time two 
Dutch parliamentarians, L.van der Laan (D’66 ) and K.Arib 
(PVDA) especially came to Portugal to support the 
campaign. 

The igh pica government did not respond to the 
pressure of the Dutch government. Women on Waves 
went to court.Unfortunately the judge said she could not 
overturn the decision of the minister of defence since he 
has taken a discretionary decision. It was clear that the 
court was put under alot of political pressure. 


But even though the ship had not been able to enter 
Portuguese national waters, the mission did not fail. After 
it became clear the Borndiep would not be able to enter 
Portuguese waters this time, Women on Waves decided it 
should use another means to help Portuguese women 
with unwanted pregnancies. Women on Waves 
announced in the media it would publish a protocol on 
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their website describing what the safest way is of using 
Misoprostol also known as Cytotec or Arthrotec for 
women in countries where abortion is illegal and not 
available.There has been a lot of scientific research about 
the use of misoprostol only to induce an abortion and it 
has proven a safe and effective way. Women on Waves 
decided to publish this protocol to prevent women 
taking recourse to unsafe abortion methods. Since the 
announcement of the possibility to do an abortion with 
Misoprostol only, hundreds of desperate Portuguese 
women contacted the Women on Waves hotline to 
request the protocol. The misoprostol manual is now 
available in English and Portuguese but will also be 
translated in other languages. It is our most visited 
webpage. 

A Portuguese anti-abortion group accused Rebecca 
Gomperts for breaking the Portuguese law because she 
explained on the Portuguese television how an abortion 
can be done. The Dutch fundamentalist Christian party 
SGP stepped in to help the Portuguese anti- abortion 
organisation and asked the Dutch government to take 
away the license of Women on Waves. The Dutch state 
secretary of health, Ross, answered to the question of the 
SGP that no laws had been broken. 


A closer-up picture of the F486 Baptista de Andrade, the war ship that is blocking Borndiep's way. 


Would the Portugese navy know that Mifepristone, the abortion pill, is also known as RU 486? 


The ship's visit received a lot of support from the 
Portuguese population, according to an opinion poll 
done by Expresso 64% of the Portuguese Population 
considered the visit of the ship positive and useful. 66% 
disagreed with the decision of the Portuguese minister of 
defence to forbid the ship's entry into Portuguese 
territorial waters. 


A online survey done by Publico showed that 56% of the 
Portuguese population wanted abortion to be legalized 
immediately. And an additional 7% wanted it to legalize 
after the term of this government in 2006. 


The refusal of the entry of the ship has created a 
dangerous precedent. It will also affect other 
organisations that use ships in their missions such as 
Greenpeace and doctors without borders. Or next time a 
ay cruise ship will be debied entry into national waters. 
ny ship with a message that a government of a country 
does not like can now be stopped. 


Women on Waves appealed the court decision and will 
continue to fight until the injustice has been undone.The 
issue will also be debated in the European Commission. 
When the legal battle concerning the decision of the 
Portuguese Minister of Defence, Portas to refuse the 
ship's entry to national waters have been won, it will 
return to Portugal. 


Women's rights are nota threat to national security. 


Www.womenonwaves.org 
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1. Tell us, please why you decided to edit a zine and whether in Croatia are many girls who 
engage in: zines, bands, political etc. 

Well, there are lots of reasons why | decided to work on a zine. The most important for me, | 
think is the fact | really like underground press and the whole movement around it. | really like to 
be part of it, no matter if I'm playing passive or active role. Zines are great tool for spreading 
informations and news; to connect with other people with similar views; for empowering others 
to do something; to get active. 

Also, one of reasons why I'm doing all that is the fact that in world still exist some unsolved 
problems (sexism, homophobia...). As long as we won't be “equal”, my struggle will continue. | 
don’t consider my life as something simple, given by nature. | see it as something more asa 
struggle in which with my own participation | can change at least a part of neighborhood | live in, 
that | could live in peace, liberty, solidarity and unity, and not under authorities and other 
oppressive shit. 


| could also named my activism as struggle 
for survival 


somet 
hing what all living creatures are 
striving for their whole lives. 

In Croatia there are just few girls active in bands and zines. 
More girls are active in groups and collectives, and of course 
NGO's. 

Croatia is very catholic and patriarchal country and this is 
noticeable in all parts of society. For example, 80% of people 
on punk/hardcore shows are males. The same percent you 
can also see on football matches or lectures about animal 
rights. It sucks, but I've seen some improvement in last few years. Of course, there are 
years and years to come when we will be able to see “equality”. At least, | hope so. | think 
everywhere people are uninterested to do something, to change something. Passivity is 
stronger then will to be free. 


2. How one should understand name "You and me"? 
Like situation when someone cares, feels something for other. I'm person who will always first 
try to help first, to care for somebody else, then for myself. | know this is not good for me, but 
that is the way I'm. So understanding “You and me’ is really simple itis about relations between 
us itis about you and me. 


3. In your zine you move very often topic of sex. In last number there was 
article about masturbation with advices for girls. From where such idea? 
What reactions of readers you notice? Do you think that topic like masturbation is still theme 
taboo among young people? Do they feel confused when they read about that? 
Human sexuality, gender identity and free love are things that occupied my mind last few years, 
and as these issues are not so often discussed in hardcore/punk scene (I think it’s obvious that 
sex and pornography are still taboos even in “alternative culture’), | decided to do the fanzine 
about that. Till now | published 4 issues, and every day, more and more inspiring words and 
positive reactions, are filling up my mailbox. That shows me that people are conscious of their 
“repressive knowledge”, and that they want to change it in roots. And I'll try to help them as 
much as | can. 

Two years ago, | didn’t have enough courage [identity crisis?), as | also didn't understand 
community properly, to write and publish articles about gender issues and sexuality, 
Discussions about unusual sexual games, transsexuality, transvestism, cross-dressing are 
always about joke or about humiliation. My goal is to represent “forbidden world” and to 
discover sex in the way most of people just fantasize. We are afraid of our own sexuality, our 
own sexual power, In my previous band, through my performances | tried to show people that 
every body is beautiful in its own way and that we shouldn't be ashamed of it. We are animals in 
our nature, and although we are so intelligent, we are not aware that cloth is still just a stone 
that we are caring around neck our whole lives, until capitalistic industry kill us. Our cloth is 
systematically profiled through gender, season, and class. We are slaves, daily manipulated. 
Similar things are happening in all aspects of our lives, and in those performances | wanted to 
point at least one of them. 

| think we all know basic, important reasons why sex is not discussed and why we repress our 
own sexuality (school, religion...). In our society, spirit of patriarchy and sexism has deep roots, 
and sexism is synonym for sexuality. But hopefully this will change. 

Masturbation is just a part of sexual life. It can be fun, and at least this is the way we must 
accept it. The same is with whole sexuality issues. Learning about ourselves is a process. It's a 
complex issue. But we must understand it, not hide it from others. 


4. How strong is feminist movement in your country, whether exist in Croatia some 
anarchofeminist groups? 

Mainstream feminist movement is very strong in Croatia. There are more then 40 women and 
feminist groups right now. Problem is that majority of them are just media slaves and their 
propaganda is dominance of women among men. Most of them are very chauvinistic, they are 
disgusted with work of some foreign feminist groups like Feminists for freedom of speech, 
Feminists against censorship or Feminists for free expression. They are all closed for 
emancipation through sexuality and pornography. But there are womens groups that are doing 
great things, like B.A.B.E., Lori, Kontra... More in practice, less on paper. And | think that’s 
important. 

There is also one anarchofeminist group called ANFEMA. Right now they are preparing a web 


site, new material about trafficking of women, movies for presentations, etc. They are active 
since 1999. and since then they have published translation of Hot pants, organized Women’s 
day and Witch Day, printed newsletter WOMB and have done few performances like MAD, 
After few months of inactivity they organized 9 workshops (bike repairing, silk-screening, Du...) 
for girls under the name ARTC and started A-fem Distribution with T-shirts, patches and 
buttons. | think they will be really happy if they hear from similar groups from the world, so write 
them at anfema@zamir.net 


5. How you estimate socio-political situation women in Croatia? Does they have guaranteed 
right to abortion, contraception.... Etc.? 
General socio-political situation in Croatia isn’t better then in other Balkan countries. There’s 
great unemployment, especially for young people, economic situation is disastrous, Like 
everywhere politicians run the state, and people are suffering. 
Women have the same rights as men. At least on paper. Recently Croatian government voted 
few laws that protect women (like law about discrimination, equality, etc.), and also 
accepted few international laws like CEDAW. Women have 
guaranteed right to abortion, contraception, medical care, 
etc. Of course this laws are not same in reality, and there are 
lots unsolved problems. Most recent problem was one male 
gynecologist who did lot of unneeded operations on completely 
healthy womens, just because of profit. Similar situations you 
can see every day in all aspects of life. And not only in Croatia, 
for sure... 


ce few months in Poland are 
many articles and shows 


in TV about 
homosexuality, there is even project of law about legalization of 


homosexual relationships... and what is situation in Croatia? Is 
lesbian-gay movement strong in your country? 

Hmm, lots of Croatian people are still very conservative. And also Croatian people are very 
sexist and homophobic (both women and men). In Croatia you can find few lesbian/gay groups 
or organizations. They all organize once per year a march through capital city, to show theirs 
problems, but there's never more then 500 participants, and there's always as double of 
police, nazi skinheads and other homophobic people. | think till now were two marches. In my 
opinion, there was nothing positive about them. Media spoke only about fights, newspapers 
wrote mostly about conflicts and stuff... Croatian people got totally wrong picture of what 
lesbian/gay movement wanted to represent. Catholic Church is very strong in Croatia, there 
are also some LAWS that protect them, Church is also taking part of state budget, etc. So | 
think you can have a clear picture about situation. 

7. Few weeks ago media spoke about following pilgrimage of pope to 
Croatia. Do you think he has such great vogue in Croatia like 
in Poland? 

| think | gave you clear picture about Church in previous answer. Croatia is very catholic 
country, and Church has its fingers in all aspects of human lives. Poland and Croatia are the 
same in these views. Sad, but true. 


TEO PETRICEVIC PO BOX 18, hr-40315 M. SREDISCE, CROATIA, EUROPE 
E-mail: sexisbeautiful@net. hr 


RIOT GRRRL COLLECTIEF 


The Riot Grrrl movement (a feminist punk scene or a DIY feminist movement) started in the early 90s in the USA and was 
inspired by female punk bands in the 70s and 80s and lots of feminist writers and artists. Riot Grrrl offered girls a stage to 
start their own art, talk about feminist topics and organise actions together. When the word "feminism” got a negative 
connotation, almost became an insult, and the Second Feminist Wave had faded away, riot grrris took over. They continued the 
fight against patriarchy. 

Riot Grrrl got reported about in the press and this didn’t always serve the movement well (in fact because riot grrris were 
tired of the lies and gossip spread, they called for a press boycott in 1992), but I assume it also caused a faster spreading of 
the ideas and art produced by the American riot grrris. In the UK, soon riot grrrl bands and chapters (headquarters or 
collectives for a certain region) were formed too. I don’t know if 
journalists in other European countries wrote about this "riot 
grrrl phenomenon” in the early to mid 90s, but they may have. 
It’s also hard to find any information if there existed any Riot 
Grrrl scenes on the European continent. 

In these computerised times, I have to admit that nowadays the 
European grrrl scene exists for a large part on the internet. 
Whereas in the old days grrris corresponded through writing 
letters and trading zines, these means are for a part replaced by 
email and webzines (but that doesn’t mean there isn’t still a 
great active paper zine scene!). And because most of us live far 
away from each other, meeting in real life becomes difficult. 

When I found out about and got interested in Riot Grrrl, I didn’t 
know anyone else who had heard about it or cared about it. It 
took me a while to find some "riot grrrl soulsisters”. I first got 
in contact with the Dutch Riot Grrrl scene and then started 
emailing to a few Belgian riot grrrls. Some of us were involved in 
our own riot grrrl projects and we also worked together 
sometimes, for example when organising Ladyfest Belgium in 2002 and 2003. 

Only recently I formed a real riot grrr collective: the "Riot Grrrl Collectief”, with a few other girls who live in or near 
Hasselt, a small city in the north east of Belgium. I couldn’t really imagine I’d ever be able to be part of a collective or 
chapter here because no one seemed interested. The Belgian riot grrris I knew before 
all live further away. 

So we started to meet and think about doing actions and concerts in Hasselt. Our first 
plan was to organise a day against beauty standards because this seems such a big 
problem in Western countries nowadays. It would be called "Riot Not Diet”. During 
that day (May 29" 2004) we did an action in Hasselt (with radical cheerleading, 
putting stickers on windows of beauty institutes and giving flyers to passer bys 
that said for example "Life is beautiful. So are you.”), two workshops (about radical 
menstruation and zines), an exhibition about beauty standards, concerts and a party 
in a squat. 

We still have many ideas for further activities. Occasionally we will do secret 
subvertising actions (changing sexist advertisements with spray paint or paint). In 
the summer we intend to do a "Riot Grrrl Cinema” with feminist and/or woman made 
films or documentaries. On September Saturday 11” and Sunday 12” we are going to 
organise a 2 day riot grrrl festival: "Rebel Fest”. The first day there will be 4 bands 


= = (from anarchopunk to electrotrash) and 1 DJ and the second day will start with a riot 
REUTY grrrl picnic, then 2 workshops, films, 3 bands (from hardcore to emorock) and a DIY 

p mixtape party. 
OK, enough publicity ! I sincerely hope more Riot Grrrl or anarcha feminist chapters, 
ON THE INSIDE collectives, bands, zines and other projects will start up in the near future. The 


patriarchy still has to be fought and we need everyone of you in that battle. Create 
alternative ways of living, independent of the capitalist, sexist and consumerist 
system, organise actions, spread feminist ideas, fight sexism in your every day life, 
every little bit helps! Go and riot! 


Nina 


Flapper_£rrrl@yahoo.co.uk 
http://www. feocities. com/rgZcollectief 
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AN EMPTY SORT 


Saddam was no defender of women, but 


they have faced new miseries and 
more violence since he fell 
Women in Iraq endured untold 


hardships and difficulties during 
the past three decades of the Ba'ath 
regime. Although some basic rights 
for women, such as the right to 
education, employment, divorce in 
civil courts and custody over kids, 
were endorsed in the Personal Status 
Codex some of these legal rights 
were routinely violated. 


The Ba'ath regime's "faithfulness 
campaign", an act of terrorism 
against women that included the 
summary beheading of scores of those 
accused of prostitution, is just one 
example of its brutality against 
women. 


However, it is now almost a year 
after the war, which was supposed to 
bring “liberation” to Iragis- Rather 
than an improvement in the quality 
of women's lives, what we have seen 
is widespread violence, and an 
escalation of violence against 
women- 


From the start of the occupation, 
rape. abduction. “honour” killings 
and domestic violence have became 
daily occurrences. The Organisation 
of Women's Freedom in Iraq (0Owfi) 
has informally surveyed Baghdad, and 
now knows of 400 women who were raped 
in the city between April and August 
last year. 


A lack of security and _ proper 
policing have led to chaos and to 
growing rates of crime against 
women. Women can no longer go 
out alone to work, or attend 
schools or universities. An 
armed male relative has to 
guard a woman if she wants to 
leave the house. 


Girls and women have become a 
cheap commodity to be traded 
in post-Saddam Iraq- Owfi 
knows of cases where virgin 


girls have been sold to 
neighbouring countries for 
$200. and non-virgins for 
$100. 

The idea that a woman 
represents family “honour” 


We 


Bc 


e 
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OF FREEDOM 


is becoming central to Iragi 


I can invade any 
country I want... 


culture, and protecting that 
neRoUe tas Seat. any ween -. Poland, ... Afghanistan, 
their lives in recent months. 

France, Iraq, 


Rape is considered so shaming 
to the family's honour that 
death - by suicide or murder - 
is needed to expunge it- 


Like Iragi men. many women 
have lost their jobs- Marooned 
at home and lacking 
independence, women are faced 
with new miseries. Islamist 
groups have imposed veiling, 
and have issued fatwas against 
perco-s:tcistavetiess=. Now 
"entertainment” marriages 
aretaking place- This is an 
Is: Fa:m-i-c version of 
prostitution, in which rich 
men marry women temporarily (often 
for only a few hours) in return for 
money. 


The Iraqi Governing Council - an 
American creature - offers no hope 
for Iraqi women, consisting as it 
does of religious or tribal leaders 
and nationalists who rarely make any 
reference to women's rights. In 
fact, many IGC members have a 
history of violating women's rights. 


For example. the Kurdish nationalist 
parties that have been running 
northern Iraq for more than 13 years 
have violated women’s rights and 
tried to suppress progressive 
women's organisations. In July 2000, 
they attacked a women's shelter and 
the offices of an independent 
women's organisation. Both were 
saving the lives of Kurdish women 


fleeing “honour” killings 
and domestic violence- More 
than 8,000 women have died 
in “honour” killings since 
the nationalists have been 
in control. 


One of the IGC's first moves 
was symbolic. International 
Women's Day in Iraq has been 


changed from March @4 to 
August 18, the date of birth 
of Fatima Zahra. the prophet 
Mohammed's daughter. This 
has nothing to do with 
women's rights, and 
everything to do with 
subordinating women to 


religious rules. 


When the IGC proposed replacing the 
secular law with sharia, there were 
big demonstrations. but these have 
received almost no media coverage. 
This is no surprise- When the Union 
of the Unemployed marched for jobs. 
American soldiers arrested some of 


the organisers. This. too. passed 
unnoticed. 
What is needed is a secular 


constitution based on full equality 
between women and men. as well as the 
complete separation of religion from 
the state and education system- Ata 
demonstration in Baghdad recently; 
Yanar Mohammed, Owfi's chairperson, 
received two death threats from an 
Islamist militia group- They 
threatened to assassinate her and 
"blow up™ activists who work with 
her. 


Amnesty International has’ taken 
these threats so seriously that it 
has written to Paul Bremer. the US 
chief administrator in Iraq. raising 
its concern for Yanar Mohammed's 
safety- It is urging the Coalition 
Provisional Authority to ensure 
that, amid the bombs’ and the 
atrocities. the deterioration of 
women's rights doesn't become a 
secondary issue- 


The groups represented in the IGC 
are irrelevant to Iraqis’ demands 
and desire for freedom- American 


support for Islamist groups through 
the IGC exposes US hypocrisy. The 
parties in the IGC have no 
legitimacy, and have not been chosen 
by Iraqis. 

Iraq's lack of basic rights ffor 
women and the rise of political 
Islam are the result of three wars 
and the ongoing occupation- The only 
way out of this chaos is through the 
direct power of the real people of 


Iraq - the progressive, secular 
masses- 

Houzan Mahmoud 

Monday March 4, 2004 

Houzan Mahmoud is the UK 


representative of the Organisation 
of Women's Freedom in Iraq 


Houzan?3dyahoo-co-uk 


Www-equalityinirag-com 
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Bullet (Middle~Rastern) 


Bullet te the face of a 
man 
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Power! 
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Democracy, ~ everyone has its 
right 


For a religion, Will ang Speech, 
Shot to the face is alsg 
democracy. 

emocracy no One speaks about. 
You know they were killeg 
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But their eyes wide Open. 
Your eyes are Closed, 
them ~ ; 


em — it is Possible! 


Silent beast 
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America is thirsty) 


JIHEART — it is emo he 
punk band from Minsk — 
Bielarus. They have 
small tour around 
Poland in summer 2003, 
now probably they 
record some songs...so 
maeby soon they’ll edit 
some cd or whatever... 


Questions: Kuba and Goska, 
Autumn 2003. 


Il. About 3 years ago 
I'veconducted an interview 
with Byelorussian froup 
Hate to State, who said that 
there aren't many people 
from punk's scene, people 
who are engaged in your 
country. They said that in 
principle punk based on 
drinking. As you see this? 
Has anything changed? 

We have two punk scenes now 
in Minsk: apolitical junk— 
punk (sometimes nazi—punk) 
& political DIY scene. We 
think that there are more 
people then 4 years ago in 
the D.1.Y. scene. But most of 
them drink very much, that 
is one of the reasons why our 
scene is developing very 
slowly now. But there are 
many new bands, zines and 
distros in Belarus now, not 
only in Minsk and Grodno 
but also in Dyatlovo, Gomel, 
Regachev, Ivacevichi, 
Borisev and some other 
places. 


2. Recently you played in 
Bialystok on IGiris in 
action! party. In 
connection with it how do 
you feel about such 
enterprises, which follows 
an aim to promote women's 
initiatives. Is there many 
Girls, who are active in 
actions, concerts, bands etcl 
in Byelorussian ??? How 
Byelorussian audience 
reacttoa Zirlin band??? 

There are not enough girls 
in Belarusian scene. But 
they are rather active. We 
have a new anarho-girls 
magazine called WARGAZM 
that was created by DRYANYE 
DEVCHONKI (bad girls) 
collective. Those girls 
organized a festival BABIE 
LETO with some polish bands 
in the beginning of summer. 


Some other girls playing in 
bands (but there are only 
about 5-6), do zines. It is 
normal for Belarus that 
Sirls playing in bands, so 
only sometimes can happen 
some sexist accidents at the 
cencerts. Usually drunk 
punks not from DIY scene 
create them. People stopped 
them very quickly. Sc about 
first part of your question, 
we think that all 
initiatives must be open for 
&irls and boys. For example 
we have a Girls in Minsk who 
taken part in antifa direct 
actions. In addition, we 
have a boys who taken part 
in creating of girls 
magazine. So it.s not 
question of Sender. 


3. How do you recall 
recently tour in Poland 
with Rescue 811. I have to 
admit that I'm still full of 
admiration for your 
determination, you played 
few concerts and you're 
moving by trains and buses, 
wasn't it tiring? I think 
that not many bands from 
Poland will decide J. 
Because of laziness and 
need of comfort of coursel]. 
It was fine to have a tour in 
Poland. We met many very 
&eed people in different 
interesting places. We were 
playing with very good 
bands not only from Poland, 
but also from Israel & 
Brazil. Of course, it was 
rather tiresome totravel by 
train & bus, but with the 
help of organisers of 
concerts, we always know 
how to get to the next place. 
We want to thank all the 
people who organise 
cencerts (especially for 
very good food :)), all the 
people who was at our 
cencerts (hope you were 
enjoyed), especially we want 
te thank Michal & Robert 
for organising that tour! 
Take care! And hope to see 
youallagain! 


4. On certain, many people 
thinks about your name, so 
tell me about the idea of 
this name and what does 
Jiheart means for you? 

It.s a very hard question :). 


So firstly we must say that 
we are not religiously, we 
are not a Muslim fanatics or 
islamic-sXe band. So this 
mame was created by Pavel 
(our first drummer and one 
of the people who create 
this band, who not playing 
with us now) & Anton. One of | 
the meanings of term jihad 
(jihad of heart) is self— 
clearing, purifying of 
your own soul. In another 
hand, itis holy war against 
all evils of modern world. 
Therefore, JIHEART is jihad 
of our hearts. 


). Ll know that you have big 
preoeblems with 
organization concerts, tell 
about this situation, 
please... 
Se we tell you about 

situation in Minsk. Last 
concert we have in our city 
was at the beginning of 
summer. Our friends were 
trying to orfanise a show 
with HERO DISHONEST in the 
beginning of September, but 
cops and nazis, who call to 
the police and tell that 
bomb is in the place, 
cancelled it. It was a third 
concert in Minsk stopped by 
that .union. during last 
year. The first one was 
GREEN SHABASH fest, when 
show was stopped in the 
middle by cops, whosaid that 
there is a bomb in the club. 
Of course, it was lie! After 
that people, who were 
returning from concert was 
attacked by group of well— 
prepared nazi-hooligans. 
It was first time when we 
understood that cops and 
nazis are playing the same 
Game. The second time it was 
in the February of this 
year. There was a concert 
with Lithuanian OI-—band 
TORO BRAVO. The club was 
attacked by 40 nazis two 
hours before concert. Some 
Suys from our side were 
beaten very much. After 
that administration of this 
commercial club, cancel the 
show. We was very angry and 
almost all who came to the 
gig (about 150 people) went 
to the centre of city were we 
find some of that nazis! 
Concert was happening (but 


only for 20 people) in little 
rented house near Minsk 
that Dasha & Anton was 
living at that time.So now, 
we have situation when we 
can.t organise a legal 
concert with promotion. 
Police or nazis will stop it. 
The only possibility are an 
illegal closed shows for a 
little ef good known 
people. Butitis another one 
problem with a place. In our 
state, youcan.tsimply goto 
the bar and do the show here. 
Everyone who wants to 
organise a concert must 
have a license, except that 
you must go to the police 
and took permission from 
here! So in Minsk only a few 
commercial clubs have that 
license. Except them, there 
are some public clubs who 
are under the government 
and police control. So as 
you see, it.s very hard to do 
the concert in Minsk, but we 
have some ideas about it! But 
we have some cities in 
Belarus were concerts are 

aking places. There are 
Gredno, Dyatlevea, 
Rogachev. 


6. How do you think the 
picture of Byelorussian 
(both whole and 
individiual parts 
bordering rounds ) will 
change after joining the UE 
by her neighbours and what 
doe you think about her 
structures? 

It will be hard times for 
Belarusian punks, we shall 
have no opportunity to go 
to the Poland for the 
concerts! :) But if talk 
seriously, we think that it 
is very bad. In Belarusian 
beside border regions a lot 
of people living of trade 
with Poland (mostly there 
are vodka & cigarettes), naw 
all of them must to do a 
polish visas, and after your 
country will participate 
the shengen union it will be 
harder to take a visa. Beside 
that, our already not very 
open country will be closed 
by new iron curtain. What 
are we thinking about EU, 
you ask?! FUCK fortress 
Europe!!! 


7. The examples of beat and 
disappearing independent 
journalists are known in 
your country. Can you say 
something about this 
situation. Don't you have 
any repressions from 
authorities because of your 
playing in band which 
transfer things different 
than Lukaszenko's line and 
even things which critisize 
him. 

We are not a target for state 
repressions like a band. We 
are not known in Belarus, we 
play only one concert in 
our country, because of 
situation with concerts. 
However, the newspaper 
NAVINKI were some of us 
worked can.t finda placefor 
printing because of KGB 
prohibition. Repressions in 
eur country are not soe 
brutal like you can think. 
Our dictatorship is very 
calm, like Belarusian 
swamp. 


8. In your statements 
during Polish concerts you 
critisized American 
imperialism. What do you 
think about the world's last 
events which are created by 
the authorities of this 
country (for example war in 
iraq) 

In early 80—th American 
president, Ronald Reagan 
said words .EVIL EMPIRE. 
they were about USSR. Now 
EVIL EMPIRE is United 
States! The only reason for 
them is money. Fighting in 
Iraq was not against 
Hussein dictatorship, not 
against international 
terrorism (myth created by 
CIA), it was for cil money & 
international power. USA 
show to the entire world who 
are the master! However, war 
in Iraq is not over, now we 
can see that America get the 
mew Vietnam, new 
Afghanistan. For Iraq, 
pecgple war is only 
beginning. It.s because of 
eastern mentality, for them 
losing the territory is not 
an end, for them struggleis 
a question of faith! USSR 
teach that lesson in 
Afghanistan, wecanseeitin 
Palestine during last 30 


years. Struggleis not over! 

9. Last events in Moscow 
reminded the world about 
Chechenia's case and they 
also openly showed Kreml's 
scorn for human's life in 
battle with imperialistic 
rush. How do you think, 
when the Russian 
Authorities sacrifaces 
citizens to explain effects 
of captivity Czeczenians, 
is there a chance for 
getting independence to 
this country? (I mean 
Chechenia) 

Russian government is 
really don.t care about 
people. For them human 
lifes is only a figures on 
the paper. But people keep 
dying in Chechnya. Number 
of killed Russian soldiers 
per year is bigger than in 
Afghanistan war. We can 
only guess how many civil 
people are dying. We 
understand that 
chechenians partisans are 
not a robin hoods. They are 
deon.t care about human 
lifes toe. Who is better 
Russian soldier or 
chechenian partisan? We 
think that they are equal! 
Nobody cares about 
chechenian people, who want 
only the peace! They are 
fighting for the myths of 
great Russia or independent 
Ichkeria, but they forget 
about people, about kids who 
want to leave their vaults 
and to see the bright sun! 
Truly, we don.t think that 
Chechnya can take the 
independents in the nearest 
times. Problem is not only 
in Russian oppression, most 
of chechenians are don.t 
wants independents by the 
cost of their own lifes. 


JIHEART are: 

Dasha . voice, 

Anton . bass, 

Max . Zuitar, 

Sergey a.k.a. Ryzhiy . 
Guitar, 

Andrei. Drums. 


Ctb it is female trio from St. Etienne - France. After | 
heard demo of Ctb and | read lyrics, | deceided made 
interwiev with girls... | think they are really interesting 
persons and great girls!!! 

Goska 


1.The first question is standard, from where is your 
idea for the band, how long do you exist, who forms 
CTB? 

Lisa: Hi, i'm lisa. I've been playing guitar in CTB since 
the beginning. At first, during the summer 2002, we 
were two friends {elsa and i) and we wanted to play 
together. We had a place to practice (in a squatted 
restaurant), and some friends could lend us some 
equipment and so we started. Then we met habiba, 
who came back to live in st-etienne and she was ok to 
sing in CTB. 

Elsa: Hey, i'm elsa and i play bass (abd try to "sing" 
sometimes) in CTB. The three of us had been playing 
before in different bands. At this time we were "young" 
{the problem is that we are still "young" and will ever 
be, argh!) and it was quite hard for us in the local 
“punk scene” as we were not really taken seriously. 
Then we felt like creating a new band in which we 
could feel more self-confident. 

Habiba: hello! well,i’m habiba,i'm singing and shouting 
in c*t*b, i also wrote the main part of the lyrics. as 
Lisa said, ijoined elsa and her few after they started to 
practice, at first , i didn’t want to sing in the band 
because i felt too shy to make some gigs, but there 
was a part of myself which really wanted to do it. so it 
was not to hard to convince me.. 


2.You've got a drum machinery in your band. Is this 
purposeful choice or there aren't many drumers? 

L: There are some drummers in st-etienne (the city 
where we live) but each of them already plays in one or 
two (or three!) bands. So we decided to play with a 
drum machine. At the beginning, it was hard for us to 
use it but after while, we improved. At first it was not 
really a choice but finally it gave a particular sound to 
our music and a personnality to the band. 

E: During the last months we had some good 
advices from friends in order to use the drum 
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machine better and to work on our sound, and now 
we want to work a lot on this. Even if it was not 
really a choice to use the drum machine at the 
begining (we just wanted to start the adventure 
quickly and were too much impatient to wait to find 

a drummer!), it’s ok for us like this now. And if ever 
we have a drummer one day, the most important is 
that it would be a friend, someone with who we feel 
good and have fun. 

3. You're a girls band, do you feel a part of riot grr! 
movement? 

E +L: actually we don’t know much things about what 
exactly is called the "Riot Grris movement", we 
couldn't define it precisely, it may have many 
meanings. But during the 90's we've been inspired by 
those angry girls bands {like Bikini kill, Babes in 
toyland, Spitboy...) and also about some women in the 
punk scene. They gave us the strength to believe in 
ourselves "even" if we were girls, to be_ self confident 
and to know that we were able to start to play music 
too. We can't forget that these women’s role have 
been really important for us. We've seen some riot 
girrls bands who seemed to be only interested in being 
sexy and looking cool, making girls band just "to make 
a girls band". If it's that to be "riot grrl", we're not 
interested. 

But if being "riot grri" means to be a woman in the 

punk scene and to speak about feminist and anti- 
sexist issues, if it means asking for being considered 
as musicians like the others and not being considered 
first as "women who play music", then we can feel part 
of this. As we are not sure we agree with any part of 
this movement, we can't say "we're part of it", cause 
we don't want to be imprisoned into a tiny "riot girl" 
drawner. 
H: i'm o.k with elsa and lisa’s answers. i just want to 
add that as an angry feminist, i fell a riot boiling in my 
heart. but i don’t really know what "riot-girls" means, i 
heard about it of course, i know bikini kill and they (with 
other grrris) gave me the strength to find a place in 
this fucking punk "scene"! the problem is that i don’t 
think these so called riot girls are really practicing 
riots, it sounds like a precious fashion...maybe, i 
should learn more about it 
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4. What do you think about separatism in feministic 
movement? Are you close to that idea? 

L: Three years ago, with a few girls, we decided to do 
"only girls" discussions, in order to be able to speak 
with girls about general problems (such as 
homophobia, sexism...) But in these discussions, 
there wasn't only feminist girls and at the begining it 
was cool cause there were many different ways of 
thoughts (various opinions). It was interesting. Then 
we stopped these discussions for many reasons andi 
never again participated to this kind of discussions. 
Sometimes, i have fun to do things with girls only (like 
the band for example) but many friends of mine are 
guys and they are nice so i don't feel the need to live in 
an"onlywomen environment". 

E: According to me, creating only-women talking 
groups, having only-women/girls spaces and times, 
making only-women/girls workshops, etc... is really 
good for us. | think women need this to be strong 
together, to feel safe when they need it, to speak 
about some specific issues... So, in my life, it’s a tool 
against patriarchy. | give no one the right to control 
what i do in my life, so i don’t feel the need to justify 
about this : sometimes i want to do some things with 
only women/lesbians. But for me separatism as a 
way of life is not a goal, i mean it’s not the choice i 
made in order to fight patriarchy. But if some women 
and/or lesbians want to do any things on their own in 
a separatistic way, even if iim not interested, i will 
definitely support their choice because no one has the 
right to criticize their own choice... uh! it’s a 
complicated and interesting question, actually i'd need 
1Opages to answer! 

H: | took part of the only-women discussions that lisa’s 
talking about. | wanted to do that for years so i was 
really happy to meet some girls who built this space in 
this squat by themselves. i have to admit that i was full 
of illusions about it. it was great to meet some girls 
who was feeling the same things as me because of our 
patriarchic education and who wanted to question this 
facts with me. it helped me to speak in public, to be 
more concious about how submission and oppression 
work. it was nice to share our experiences, to organize 
gigs by ourselves, to make a self-defense and an 
electricity workshops...but we should'nt idealize these 
only girls discussions, organisations, workshops...., 
because oppression is happening also there! i was so 
desappointed when some girls of this group crushed 
me,that i was very down for a moment! it’s like it was 
harder to me to put up with oppressions within a 
feminist group because i trusted these girls, i told 
them my weaknesses, so i felt totally abused and 
disgusted...not by all,fortunately! it was awful to me to 
see this competition, this rivalry between feminists for 
being the more feminist, the more involved...and they 
letno more space forthe others...about separatism, i 
would say that it’s not my way of life but | understand 
this choice and i support it. i just don’t want people to 
tell me i'm betraying the cause by doing things with 
guys...cause i'm fighting everyday to be respected and 
to see other women respected. 


5.In one of your song you wrote "men are not only 
boring assholes, and women are not only victims, 
they can be assholes too? What do you mean saying 
that girls can also be "assholes"? Do you rarely 
meet with stupid woman behaviour? Do you meet 
girls from the punk scene, who criticize your 
activity? Do you belive in "sisterhood"? 

L+ E: this song talks about some people who have 
annoying behaviours at gigs. We wanted to talk about 
guys who oppress some women during the punk gigs 


(as_we thought the punk scene was supposed to be a 
safer place for women and for other people who are 
usually oprressed by the general society). But the lyrics 
are written in a really simple way and maybe the 
people who read them can understand that we think : 
"only guys and every guys are stupid and violent and all 
the women are victims". And it's not what we think. So 
we decided to ad a comment inside the 

booklet of our demo, to explain that reality is not that 
stereotype. You know, most of our lyrics are in french 
and this was a (bad!) translation into english, so we're 
affraid that there are misunderstandings!!! You asked 
if we had some negative reactions from girls into the 
punk scene : actually, most of the time, we have very 
good relationships with the other girls at. the gigs. 

We think creating women networks and solidarity with 
women and lesbians are very important. But we don’t 
believe in "sisterhood" at any cost and in any situation. 
H: ireally do think that women can behave like very big 
"assholes", i met some !!! even if they are victims of a 
patriarcal society, some women can behave in 
oppressive ways on children, other women, even 
men...we had to face up to women who didn’t support 
the feminist group, who laughted at us, who said we 
are living in a non-sxist society, who were coming to 
gigs only to disturb things we tried to build...and so on 
...a8 | said it before, there are also "assholes" within 
feminist groups making beautiful solliloquies about 
oppression and who are oppressing other women 
without any problem. most of the time, people from 
the "scene" of saint-€tienne support our band. lots of 
people lend us some equipment, gave us the strenght 
to continue, helped us to organize gigs where we 
played. we also have a kind of "fan-club" in grenoble... 
most of the time people from the scene have good 
intentions to us especially girls. | personnally don’t 
believe in sisterhood anymore, in brotherhood neither! 
i think i can’t be friend whith every single girl among the 
feminists, among the girls in the scene. i have been 
desappointed enough! in my opinion, we should better 
give up these tales about sisterhood like we forgot 
tales about the charming prince !!! it’s the best way to 
build some true relationships with people not only 
based on the same oppression or ona dream 


6. What do you think about French government idea 
connected with the prohibition for wearing by Islamic 
girls kerchieves? Do you think that it could help 
them to be free from religious order? How does it 


lokk in practice? Is it used? 
Lisa and Elsa : - First, we should burn the government : 
the government will never help women to be free. 
second : this law about islamic kerchieves is definitely a 
racist law (against muslim people) and not a law for 
women. The french government tries to hide its 
racism behind so called "democratic" ideas. -at last : 
every religions are alienation and we can only fight this 
by changing the society (and all this blahblahblah...) 
Explanations for the readers who don't know about this 
law : in every school and jobs with public relations 
(administration jobs like post office workers, city halls 
workers...) it would be forbidden "to wear any obvious 
sign of your religion", but in fact it’s mostly against 
girls and women who wear the islamic kerchieve (piece 
of fabric on the hair and/ or on a part of the face). 
There have been many discussions (polemics) in 
france about this, many demonstrations against this 
law. Finally we don’t exactly know what this law 
became precisely, but we know that some women 
have already been fired out from their schools, have 
lost their jobs, have had trials... because of wearing 
this kerchieve. It sucks! It's hard to explain (especially 
in english) this typical french system called "laicité" : 
the state is supposed to be separated from any religion 
but it's just hypocrisy : french government uses this to 
make racist laws and to pretend some part of the 
people are just "barbarian fanatics". (we can say that 
actually the french government is not separated from 
the catholic religion). 
H: | will never trust any government to free any woman 
from any oppression! all governments don’t want 
people to be free, they don't help people to get 
concious of what freedom means, of their own 
desires, their own wills,their own individuality.all 
governments are based on a sexist ideology and they 
don't want to question the milleniums of patriarchy. 
patriarchic family is a root of oppression and 
capitalism. justice doesn’t help any victim, especially 
women who are victims of violences and rapes. 
governments want women to have children who will be 
used and abused in schools, factories and armies. 
In france, there is a backclash of sexism, morality, law 
and order! women are actually under religious order 
not necessarly islam! there is more weddings, more 
children, more cops, more problems to have an 
abortion, many women who are beaten to death. we 
have to stop to think that only muslims are horrible 
with their wives and daughters ! this kerchieve issue is 
a crossover between sexism and racism ! kerchieves 
is a part of muslims culture (even if it's based on 
bullshit)jand you can’ ask people to integrate your 
fucking neoclonialist society if you're not able to bear 
women with kerchieves! i think there are many french 
girls with arabian roots who wear this kerchieve not to 
lose everything from their parents culture. it is 
probably more used than in the beginning of arabian 
immigration because 2d and 3rd generations are 
prouder than their parents, they don’t want to hide 
their roots anymore. probably there are some girls 
who are forced to wear it but when government fire 
out them it’s a double oppression! | have arabian and 
muslims roots and i'm very happy and proud to 
escape from religious pressure, to have managed to 
free myself from stupid beliefs. also this topic makes 
me crasy, i could write a book about it !! 


7. Write something about thing which happens in 
your city St.Etienne. | know that you are creating a 
punk colectiv. In what do you engage? 

L: | think st-etienne is a good city to be a punk-rocker! 
It's an old city with a strong classwar history (many 


mines and factories, poor workers...). Thisis a dark 
city (the walls are grey!), but there are some good 
relationships between the different styles of 
punkrockers. For example, people who listen to "emo 
music" and people who listen to "crust punk" speak 
together. In other places in france, sometimes, when 
there is an "emo" gig, the crust people don't come, etc. 
There's not this kind of problem in st-etienne. The first 
problem is the lack of place to organize gigs. We just 
lost the last great place (one month ago) and we're 
actually looking for a new venue. 

E: i hate and love this city at the same time. There are 
now two squats where some people live and there are 
some "cultural and sociopolitical" activities in one of 
them (free clothes zone; free access to internet and 
computers workshops; 

library, infoshop, café...). I'm personnaly involved in 
squatting projects. I've also been involved for one year 
in the punk collective "La France Pue" (= "france 
sucks") and we organize many punk/crust/hardcore 
(and more!) gigs with a lot of 

great bands on tour or from the area. It's great and 
exhausting at the same time! As lisa said, we had a 
nice venue to organize gigs, we've been working a lot 
there for one year, and we lost it a few weeks ago. 
argh! so i don't know how will be the future of this 
collective... Some other people organize punk gigs, or 
some other kind of music’s gigs... There are some 
anarchist groups, many nice cultural and political 
associations... Many things, and never enough! 

E+L: Every year since three years, there have been the 
"Resistances and alternatives Festival" : during two 
weeks a lot of the cultural and political associations 
from the city do things together, such as : discussions, 
workshops, street party, cinema, gigs, 
demonstrations... One other important thing about 
st-etienne : it’s a nice city, full of life (in some areas), 
as it's a "popular" city. But, as in many cities now, the 
authorities want to kill any life in the streets, all the 
solidarities between people, there are so many cops, 
the city council is destroying the popular areas in order 
to kick the poor and migrant people out of the city 
center, and then they want to make a clean city, just 
for the rich and middle class people, with no life except 
consuming and working... It sucks, and we've been for 
the moment unable to avoid this. 

H: what could i add ? i'm involved in many things, 
maybe too much to do things well...i think we are lucky 
to live in this town because lots of things are 
happening: all kind of gigs, alternative cinema and 
computer places ,political groups, 
squatts...sometimes i loose heart and i get fed up with 
everything and everyone, but there is people who gives 
me the support i need to keep on getting involved. so i 
try ,itry ,anditry, andican ‘t get no satisfaction! 


8. Anything for the end? 

Lisa: thanx for this interview. It's good to see that 
music continues to go through the borderlines and i 
hope we'll see you soon anywhere. [lilou51@no- 
log.org) 

Elsa: thanx a lot too. Anarchafeminist punkrock makes 
me survive so thanks for doing what you do. 

Habiba: thanx a lot to be interested by us and to do 
what you do! people like you are empowering me to 
keep on fighting! good luck for the zine! Stay free! 

And, by the way : sorry, it was hard to answer to these 
questions in english, we hope you can undertsand 


what we mean! (raoule@no-log.org 
<mailto:raoule@no-log.org>) 


witch # 5 nage 21 


— ieee _* 


vane PUNKROCK SAVED MY LIFE 
ROCK BBOHL WEPCRES (more women required) 


Witches are back 
From the hell's flames We try to play punkrock 


. Entertain the punk and the rocker 
They want to have a revenge on their But saekine when they have fan 


torture's blood : ; 

They are dreaming about bonfires where & [ay Some ee ce Violen e 
cops, priests and ave like assholes 
ecclesiastic who had humiliated them Pa Giaw calewsor Apaie 
would be burnt i 9 this eat oar tite 
The more you shut—up, the more they will Welce tsptay wekroek 
baie: Entertain the punkgirl and the rockergirl 
Witches are back Try to make them feeling life 


Being something else than a Zroupy 


They are as hot as hell “> . >] 
Lilith has inspired them : ‘ : 
And they are dreaming about | j2- stay at the back, they can't see the gig 


emasculation : 
They are plotting in squats Some efforts are made in the punkrock scene 
Planning direct actions Some antisexist ideas are spread 
During meetings for women But women still have to fight 
fj ees To be taken seriously 
ictims! 
We're fed up.to be victims! And I don't even tell you 


The more you shut—up, the more they will About the lesbians! 


ee ay 
o ies 


They are not really liostened to 


Witches are back They are not really respected 


And they are Getting impatient 
They want to revolt 
And rebelion is so sweet 


Some people think that punkrock 
Is like a kind of heaven 


It's sweet like our sex And even like a big family 
And it's sweet like our skin But it is not always so nice 
This skin which have been burnt But it is not always so nice 
Mutilated and raped 

Then join the witches 

And enjoy your rebellion 

It's the witches gift 

SOIR E NOM SETIF'S WHORE 


I don't want to get married 

I don't want to make children 
I'm the Setif's whore 

I want many lovers (men and women) 
I refuse the hogra« 

I refuse the women's opression 
Wedding, children, home 
Wedding, children, tears 


Didn't you know? 

Iam the Setif's whore 

Iam the monster 

I don't want to get married 

I don't want to make children 
iH I don't want o work 
I want to do want I want to 


I don't want to be resigned 
I'm not the houseslave 
I'm not the men's houseslave 


oe = I'm the Setif's whore 


Do not hesitate to write us : I want to do what I want to 
CTB I want to do what I want to 
i sca Phage a a pig xthe hogra is a mix between negative judgements, 
3 RUE DELA SABLI&EGRAVE;RE scorn and opression 
42 000 (SAINT)ETIENNE Setif is a city in Algieria, "setif's whore is a sentence 
(LA) FRANCE (PUE) which is often used to stop girls from doing, saying 

what they want) 


Abstinence Can Be Dangerous To Your 
Health: Abstinence can cause incredible 
anxiety, frustration, depression, 
disease, violence and a whole host of 
other destructive forces. If you like sex, 
then don’t give it up. It’s too precious a 
gift. 


Redefine Your Concept Of Sex: Because 
we are now in the AIDS era, it is 
essential that we let go of old ideas of 
how sex is “supposed to be”. We have to 
find new ways to be intimate and 
express sexual feelings. Learn that sex 
is about energy, not the way bodies 
touch. Focus on energy. 


Accept The Fact That You Are Living In 
The AIDS Era: Stop complaining that sex 
isn’t the way it used to be and that you 
hate condoms. Get over it and accept 
reality. Learn to love latex. Total 
acceptance of the reality of being in the 
AIDS era will get rid of fear and 
frustration and bring awareness and 
compassion. Educate yourself on safe 
sex practice. Use a condom whenever 
you need to, so we can stop the spread 
of the AIDS virus and other STI’s. 


Visualize A Safe And Satisfactory Future 
For Your Sex Life And The Sex Lives Of 
Future Generations. 


Let Your Sexual Energy Flow: If you’ve 
been repressing your sexuality because 
of the fear of AIDS, ;you don’t need to. 
Realize that AIDS is caused by a virus 
and not by sexuality. (That’s like saying 
you will go blind if you masturbate.) Your 
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Annie Sprinkle’s cuidetines for Sexin the 90's 


sexuality will not give you AIDS. There 
are a trillion, billion, million ways to be 
sexual without risking any exposure to 
AIDS, or risking exposing someone else. 
Enjoy them. 


Make Love To The Earth And The Sky: 
Our earth and sky are painfully polluted. 
Make love to them, and they will make 
love to you. Send them your sexual 
energy. They love it. 


Make Time For Enjoying Sex: If you like 
sex, give yourself and others the gift of 
loving sensual/sexual pleasure. 
THROW AWAY YOUR TV. 


Get Rid Of Any Last Vastiges Of Sexual 
Guilt And Of Any Feelings That You Don’t 
Deserve Pleasure. 


Do Not Judge Yourself Or Others: We 
are all at the right place at the right time 


© Anim # 


in our sexual evolution. Our sex lives, like 
all the parts of our lives, go through 
many phases. We learn from ail our 
experiences including our “mistakes”. 
Allow other people their own paths. 
Allow yourself your own path. 


Learn About Your Breath: Sexual and 
orgasmic energy travel on the breath. 
Breathing techniques can make sex 
much more powerful and satisfying. (It is 
possible to have an orgasm from breath 
alone. Is this the safe sex of the future?) 
Rhythmic breathing is the best thing 
since the invention of the vibrator. 


Know That You Can Choose How You 
Want to Express your Sexuality Self 
Lovingly Or Self-Destructively: Many 
people are shutting down their sexuality 


because they have come to realize that 
they had a lot of self-destructive and 
addictive behavior revolving around sex. 
But you have a choice, just like you do 
with what you eat. There is junk sex, 
health sex and gourmet sex. Try to make 
self-loving choices, but if you don’t then 
don’t beat yourself up. 


Take Care Of Your Body: Eat well, 
exercise and pamper your body with long 
baths and obscenely expensive 
toiletries. 


Annie Sprinkle Ph.D. is the 
prostitute/porn star turned 
performanceartist/ sexologist. 
She has passionately researched 
and explored sexuality in all of its 
glorious and inglorious forms for 
thirty years, and has shared her 
findings all along the way through 
producing and starring in her 
own unique brand of sex films, 
photographic work, teaching 
workshops, and college lectures. 
She is also an_ internationally 
acclaimed performance artist 
who tours one woman shows 
about her life in sex. Annie has 
championed sex worker rights 
and health care. She was one of 
the pivotal players in the 80’s 
"sex positive feminist 
movement". 


Photos from: 
http://www.anniesprinkle.org/ 
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Karen Finley 


Karen Finley is the controversial American 
artist. She has been often being attaced 
because her happenings consider partly 
nudity, are. political satire, involve social 
criticism and the exploration of sexual 
taboos. Her answer was that she’s only 
“using the language that is a symptom of 
the violence of the culture. If | talk about a 
woman being raped, | have to use the 
language of the perpetrators”. The main 
problems on her performances where: child 
abuse, wife-beating, sexism, abortion, 
homophobia, rasism itp. 

She became a voice of this what is alienated 
and dispossessed: “ A lot of people feel the 
same way | do, but they keep it in because 
it’s socially unacceptable to mourn in public 
or to show feelings. If you did, you would be 
vulnerable or abandoned maybe no one 
would love you. But | have the ability to 
reveal my feelings soina sense, I’m getting 
even. Revenge can be art. 

Exept Hundreds of performances over the 
past decade, Karen has released videos, 
disco/spoken word albums, created 
paintings, drawings, sculptures and 
installations. City Lights Books published 
her book: “Shock Treatment” monologues 
and short stories. 

She grew up in family, in which if you saw 
someone hurting, you would go help that 
person. At home, if there was a racist 
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comment, that person was thrown out of 
the house physically. She grew up hearing 
Martin Luter King and Jesse Jackson. She 
was working for Operation “Push”, later on 
she was in “Punks for Peace” and other 
groups... 

Now she is creating work that has “social 
consciousness” that deals with the true 
history of aesthetics. As she saying, she is 
doing it “because these are not my 
aestethetics they have been given to us by 
men for thousands of years. You go into 
museums or read ‘history of art’ and 
women just aren’t included you only see 
women as the ‘nude’ or as_ the object of 
desire, really. And | can’t create work that 
would contribute to or encourage that 
‘aesthetic’ with all its underlying hatred and 
misogyny. 

When she was growing up, she thought 
that a lot of artists were women “I thought 
Jean Dubuffet was a woman!” 

Her goal is exposing that private secret 
process in public. As she said that in the 
theater she could never has anyone see her 
being raped. That would be degrading, futile 
and would only contribute to a perpetuation 
of oppression. There is no reason to see the 
act; it’s more important to deal with what 
you’re left with after the act. So she 
showing what that is: “A day-to-day feeling 
of despair which | think many oppressed 


people live with in this culture... The reality 
that: women (or gays or people of colour) 
don’t have the same freedom as men to just 
walk down a dark street because that fear 
is such a daily part of life.” 

The poem “The black sheep written by 
Karen, has became the kind of voice for a 
lot of black sheeps, people who are 
displaced and marginalized. She doesn’t 
believe in suicide as an answer, she don’t 
think giving up is solution. She thinks that 
people feel a lot better when they examine 
pain and that they don’t necessarily have to 
forgive. People sometimes feel better after 
seeing her work. These people were 
spending their adult lives trying to forgive 
and forget. But her work says: these people 
are bad, they are assholes. Male way of 
dealings with suffering is thinking, Karen’s 
way is feeling it. The most important thing is 
really listening to ourselves not things 
outside of ourselves. Many times when a 
woman is trying to express what she truly 
feels, a man will say that it is hysterical, 
perverted, domineering. Lets talk about 
RU-486. It’s considered a miracle drug 
because it can do a lot more. Study done in 
France showed that 9 out of 12 women 
with breast cancer went into remission 
after taking it. It seems to diminish certain 
brain cancers, treat hormonal diseases 
that affect mostly women, this drug is 
prohibited probably because it mostly 
deals with women’s diseases. If it 
concerned prostate cancer, you bet it would 
be available from now! It wouldn't be illegal 
for sure. 

Karen Finley thinks that in the same way 
that the we bomb the earth, we rape 
women. “I think it’s no coincidence that the 
day Bush started the war (January 15) is 
the same day he declared Pro-Life Day. 
When | grew up, | didn’t have the capability 
to dream about becoming president. | 
couldn’t dream about being astronaut, a 
baseball player, o even an artist just a 
mother. A woman in this society is only 
valued if she’s a mother. And after you've 
reached a certain age, society view is: if you 
are not a mother by now, something’s 
wrong with you. 

And when a woman is over childbearing age, 
she’s basically considered useless she just 
waiting her time out. That’s the reason all 
these women (from Cher to Raquel Welch) 
are desperately trying to maintain the look 
of a woman of child-bearing age (...) If you 
examine tv newscasters none of the women 
are as old as men. They don’t even have a 
chance past a certain age (...) | have a 
problem, too, with monarchy. In Britain, the 
only way you can become queen of the 
country is if all men die... only as a last 
resort! And look at all the media 
professions. Why are there no female game 
show hosts and no male assistants? 
Because they could never allow a man to 
turn the letters on “Wheel of Fortune”! That 
would be considered degrading...” 


The Black Sheep 


After a funeral someone said to me 

you know | only see you at funerals 

it’s been three since June- 

been five since June for me. 

He said I've made a vow- 

| only go to death parties if | know 
someone before they were sick. 

Why? 

"cause ‘cause cause | feel | feel so 

sad ‘cause | never knew their lives 

and now | only know their deaths 

and because we are members of the 

Black Sheep family. 


We are sheep with no Shepard 

We are sheep with no straight and narrow 

We are sheep with no meadow 

We are sheep who take the dangerous 
pathway through the mountain range 
to get to the other side of our soul. 

We are the black sheep of the family 

called Black Sheep folk. 

We always seak our mind 
appreciate differences in culture 
believe in sexual preferences 
believe in no racism 
no sexism 
no religionism 

and we'll fight for what we believe 

but usually we’re pagans 

There’s always one in every family. 

Even when we’re surrounded by bodies 

we're always alone 

and you die alone. 

You were born alone 

and you die alone 

written by a black sheep. 

You can’t take it with you- 

written by a former black sheep. 
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Black Sheep folk look different 
from their families- 
It’s the way we look at the world. 
We’re quirk of nature- 
We’re quirk of fate. 
Usually our family, our city, 
our country never understand us- 
We knew this from when we were 
very young 
that we weren’t meant to be understood. 
That’s right, that’s our job. 
Usually we’re not appreciated until 
the next generation. 
that’s our life, that’s our story. 
Usually we’re outcasts, outsiders 
in our own family. 
Don’t worry-get used to it. 
My sister says-I don’t understand you! 
But | have many sister with me tonight 
My brother says-I don’t want you! 
But | have many brothers with me 
here tonight! 
My mother says- | don’t know how 
to love someone like you! 
You're so different from the rest! 
But | have many mamas with me here tonight! 
My father says-I don’t know how to hold you! 
But | have many daddies with me 
here tonight! 


We’re related to people we love who can’t say 
I love you Black Sheep daughter 
| love you Black Sheep son 
| love you outcast, | love you 
outsider. 
But tonight we love each other 
That’s why we’re here- 
to be around others like ourselves- 
So it doesn’t hurt quite so much. 
In our world, our temple of difference 
1 am at my loneliest when | have something 
to celebrate and try to share it with 
those 
| love but who don’t love me back. 


There’s always silence at the end of the 
phone. 

There’s always silence at the end of the 
phone. 


Sister congratulate me! 

NO | CAN’T YOU'RE TOO LOUD. 

Grandma-love me! 

| DON’T KNOW HOW TO LOVE 

SOMEONE LIKE YOU. 

Sometimes Black Sheep is a 
soothsayer, a psychic, a magican of 
sorts. 


Black Sheep see the invisible- 
We know each others thoughts- 


We feel fear and hatred. 


Sometimes some sheep are chosen to he 
sick to finally have average, flat 
boring people say | love you. 

Sometimes Black Sheep are chosen to be 
sick so families can finally come 
together and say | love you. 

Sometimes some Black Sheep are 
chosen to die so loved ones and 

family 
can finally say- 

your life was worth living 
your life meant something 
to me! 

Black Sheep's destinies are not 
necessarily in having families, 

having 
prescribed existences- 

like the American Dream. 
Black Sheeps’ destinies are to give 
meaning in life 
to be angles 
to be conscience 
to be nightmares 
to be actors in dreams. 


Black Sheep can be family to strangers 

We can love each other like MOTHER 

FATHER SISTER BROTHER 

CHILD 

We understand universal love 

We understand unconditional love 

We feel a unique responsibility, a human 
responsibility for feeling for others. 

We can be all things to all people 

We are there at 3:30 AM when you call 

We are here tonight ‘cause | just can’t go 
to sleep. 

| have nowhere to go. 

I’m a creature of the night- 

| travel in your dreams- 

| feel your nightmares- 


We are holding your hand 

We are your pillow, your receiver 

your cuddly toy. 

I feel your pain. 

I wish | could relieve you of your 
suffering. 

| wish | could relieve you of your pain. 

| wish | could relieve you of your 
destiny. 

I wish | could relieve you of fate. 

I wish | could relieve you of illness. 

| wish | could relieve you of life. 

I wish | could relieve you of death. 

But it’s always 

Silence at the end of the phone. 

Silence at the end of the phone. 

Silence at the end of the phone. 
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FUCK FINGER tour 
January 2004 


We are not lucky if the matter of 
concerts is concerned, because of differ, 
reasons. However, I'm not going to write ab 
them. In October 200 we were to go on to 
which had been planned probably for 6 mont! 
but we had to dismiss it 2 days befor 
After few days a girl from Italy f 


we left on 3rd Janua 
preparations we go 
concert: 

Prague, 


ssions in Poland and 
reach Italy. The 


there were planne 
Italy. But at first we 


fear, because we haven't 
concerts probably since a year,what's ore 
Halim frightened us with local pro-life crew, Ju 
all went quite well, we were pleased, and people 
were also interested in this subject. Great relief 
because if the first concert went down well it 
means it cannot be worse. In the morning we 
went to Prague. And we had only the border to 
cross, of course not without any problems, we 
had to bribe the customs officer 


22??LM! In Prague we had been wandering fo 
hourseahd finally we reached Milada squat. K ka 
organized a concert. Before the concert sta 


there had been an unpleasant incident, ae 


and aggressive guy started hitching the others 


and nobody, Id calm him down. Unfortunately 
several p im. Strange 
situation, squat and 
beats eve nd nobody 
dan get h ..We were 
terrified a ecause we 


organize so e behaves 
aggressively he is immediately fucked out...odd 
sgituation....On the other side there was a lot of 
laughing and it was a really _— = oe 


typically 
roads. We reache Kran} squat at about 10. 
pm. IZBRUHOV KULTURNI BAZEN this squat has 
existed for about 3-4 years, the building used to 
be the centre of recreation, this is the reason why 
it has a pool in its name. In the centre of the 
squat there is an old pool in which festivals are 
held every year. The small-audience concert , for 
10-15 people, but very pleasant, and after the 
concert there were small talks with local punks. 
Particularly pleasantly we remember one guy 
called by us Gadabout, who told us how he 
throws the Molotov cocktails at Mcdonald's. 

Next day we go to Italy, and finally we 
meet Gio, who organized majority of our tour. On 
the Slovenia - Italy boarder we had some 
problems again, but customs officers were laid- 
back enough to listen to our cassette and to ask 
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with smirk if we are going to play for the 


Pope... The first city-in-Italy --Udine—c.s.and the 


via Volturno squat, in which we played, is 
placed practically in the centre, it has existed for 
a dozen or so years. Exac n that day there 
had been a i ose people who 
ver, on that day 


number of people would crawling 
crapulence, and hip - hop youngsters 
Pparalyse the passers-by, and also there 
stand about 5 police cars and surely two 
fireman's carts. And there - total peace. In the 
late evening we played the concert, we were the 
only band, similarly as in Kranj. Very pleasant 
concert, our cassette ere_sold as fresh bread. 
addition é rview in lo 


in 
b 
al 
ut 


h 
BS 
do 
ve 
h's 
emo- 


Mestro, 
our lives, 
ts SO we went 
did not delight me 
ed. On the next day 
there was a cong small village, in AL 
CONFINO squat ed with Disastro - 
Italian crust a hone m6red4ocal band 


and that’ 
sightseeing to V 
as much as I fif 


ed a disc! 
e were ta 


inogities and sexi on 


H power could danc®on 

ed by DJ Borys very 

Polish origin. Very 

4. @enoon we had tasty 
COE CO F@ e 


after it everyone 
the floor - disco 
outgoing Italiag 
successful eve 
breakfast and 

Unfortunatel 

broke down,4we we} 
mechanics and think 


sAppeared! Our car 
ing advice from 
we should do but it 


Sake with 


‘e the co "4 
Out woraems problem 


y PP d, about se i 
cpunk scene. Th BI 


was successful aA so 


was not possible to continue driving. Our driver 
stayed-in- the car, he-couldn't-do-anyting-than wait) 
for a gun-carriage from Poland. We arrived to 
Rome by Gio's friends cars, without her we would 
not manage to do anything!!! And the next) 
hock, we arrived to PIRATERIA squat and we 
ope. Typical "no future" place, a lot of drunk 
do people, Michael was robbed of many 
distribution. In front of the scene we 
st notice any girls, if guys are concerned 
d only allege what they thought and what 
. The real catastrophe, we were 
left the scene at 5.00 in 


cars from 
which was 


alian a-punk band, 
vith us. Cramped, 
eventually we 

ent by train without 
e place before us. The 
has existed for about 20 


e ean of the Ss 
e centre of Florenc 
also Rivolta and on 
probably 3-4 songs at t 
There was the police ar 
happened. Another ne 
concert there was a dis 
there had been a light c6¥fiversion of opinions 
about separatism in feministic movement, and as 
we do not it know Italian and were tired, we 


which played 
end of,the concert. 


| 


didn't have to involve in it excessively. But we 
old our opinion in this discussion. I think that the 
5ame problem of incomprehension and the lack| 
pf empathy is everywhere. We do not popularize) 
he idea od separatism but we don't deny the 
existence of it because we are able to understand} 
these women who are in patriarchal culture and 
want to a piece of the world for them and 
only th with hatred to 
men, b sm is mostly 
thought In my opinion 
it's not tr 


of a decision if 
we come back home or we go on to play 3 more 
concerts. The decision we return home by 
buses. The end. 


? Surely a lot! 
d places. But 
arrive to Graz 
. And broken 


but we are not sure if we are brave enough to do 
it once again. But we know that thanks to such 
concerts we could change some stereotypes in 
people's minds and surely our cassettes were 
more popular than in Poland. We would like to 
thank all poeple, and particularly Gio, Lara and 
Veruska, Katka and Halim for invitation, for 
paying an interest to our band, for their help and 
understanding!!! We also would like to thank for 
putting us up, for meals. And thanks for Borys for 
his help and nice disco. Despite I was too tired, 
the rest of our band had a great time. 

Goska 
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Poland: A rape victim was 
examined half naked by the 
police 


Through few hours, raped Boleslawiec 
inhabitant was examined half naked by the 
police. 22 years old woman was guided to the 
police command by two men. She was wearing 
only a t - shirt and jacket. Trousers and 
underwear stayed at the rape place. Victim said 
that nobody didn't give her anything to cover 
despite that she wanted. A psychological help 
wasn't given to her too. 

Policeman Grzegorz Gorski, who is press - officer’ 
of police command in Boles3awiec, refutes 
victim's charges. He said that they propose a 
woman blanket, but she refused. He said that 
procedure connected with the reality of the 
charge is going on. 'One word from the victim 
againsts policemen words' he added. 

Policeman Gorski claimed that during the 
hearing the psychologist was absent, but he add 
that police psychologist is called only when the 
rape is brutal. Woman was difeated but the 
police said that she didn't need a help from the 


17-04-2003 
POLAND: Indecent (immoral) kiss 


The Warsaw police stopped two homosexual men accusing them of disturbing the public order - Gazeta 
Wyborcza informed. "That was about two a.m. when I and my boyfriend were stopped by a policemen 
near the Zygmunt's column " one of the men said to the Newspaper. They were kept in the police office 
over forty minutes. The police officer Marek Kubicki said that bya! were stopped after an act of disturbing 
the public order according to the 140th article of the Code of Offences: 'who publicly commits immoral 
behaviour’. 


07-07-2004 
Poland: European women's volleyball champions support 


campaign against violence 

The Polish women's volleyball team demonstrated their support for Amnesty International's Stop 
Violence Against Women (SVAW) campaign during a special press conference in Warsaw on 5 July. 
“Abusing another human being is the most disgusting behavior I can think of. Humanity must 
develop and, instead, we often act worse than animals," said the team's coach, Andrzej Niemczyk, 
during the press conference. The team wore campaign t-shirts and each member demonstrated her 
support for the SVAW campaign by making her handprint on the Amnesty International banner. "I 
support the work AI Poland is doing here on this campaign. The more people know about this 
problem, the more chance there is to reduce the amount of violence against women," said Kamila 
Fratczak, one of the players. "We are glad that Polish volleyball players supported our campaign. 
They are heroes for many young people, so their voice in such an important and 'secret' issue will 
matter," said Mirella Panek, AI Poland's Press Officer. The players wore campaign t-shirts during the 
training session they had directly after the press conference. 


psychologist. 
Boles3awiec police maintain that all procedures 
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POLAND /against EFE ACTIONS/Police raid house of 
Warsaw anti-repression activist 


The house of a Polish activist from the Coalition of Anti - authoritarian Groups was raided ff 
by police at 28 of April, one day before demonstration. The police started their visit on 
28th April just before 10pm. There were 4 police cars seen from the house, and some 
other 6-7 visible further away. The house of the activist is situated outside of Warsaw; 
there were 11 people in the house at the time of the visit. | 


The policemen entered the house without any warning, they came in with weapons. ff 
They did not give any legal justification of their visit, nor any of their names orf 
identification numbers, which they should do according to the Polish law. Although there fi 
were several girls in the house, the policemen made personal searches of everyone 
present there. The policemen were joking about "choosing the prettier one" etc. One 
person was kicked several times by the police, another was brutally thrown on the wall. 
Everything happend according to a silly action movie scenario — the policemen were fi 
shouting "fucking bastards" etc. 


Handcuffs were put on everyone present in the flat. Than everyone was led outside - and 
the search [of the flat] took place without any witness - again illegally, because at least ff 
one inhabitant and one witness should stay at the place [while it is being searched]. The ff 
other people coming to the flat from outside were not let in. The car of some Bielorussian ff 
friends of the activist was searched too. 


At least 4 person will file a lawsuit against the police tomorrow. The police did not have 
any order from prosecutors to search the house. One of the most known Polish lawyers, 
prof. RzepliAski, the president of the Helsinki Foundation of Human Rights, came to the 


- ees # , iil 
place just after the police left. ] S C [2 Ee A } A | 
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GRRRiS AND @-FEMINST 
ORGANIZATIONS/INITIATIVES IN POLAND: erie 4 6in eek ihichieien, BOI 


E-mail: witchgrrr!@poczta.onet.pl, 
SISTERSISTER/LECHTACZKA www.wiedzma.w.pl 
ZINE/DISTRO 
Ul.Reja 66/6, 50-343 Wroclaw, POLAND DZIEWCZYNY W AKCJI/GIRLS IN ACTION 
E-mail: sistertosister@o2.pl Www.dziewczynywakgji.prv.pl 
Dziewczynywakcji@wp. pl 
WIECEJ NIZ CIALO/MORE THAN BODY 
E-mail: goska@straightedge.nu A-FE! BIULETYN, CHAOS GRRL ZINE 
. Po box 714 00950 Warszawa 1 POLAND 
EMANCYPUNX RECORDS a-fe@o2.pl 
Http: //emancypunx. webpark.pl/index.htm 
LADYFEST - Warsaw 
RADICAL CHEERLEADERS - WARSAW E-mail: ladyfestwawa@oz2.pl 
E-mail: radicalcheerleaderswwa@o2.pl 
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EFFECT. | ALWAYS SEE TH SAME SNEER ANDI 
MOVE BACK HEARING THE WORDS. ABOUT WOMANS 
WEAKNESS MY ASPIRATIONS CHANGE INTO THE WAY GF THE = \y 
CROSS. SWOLLEN FROM CRYING EYES. BLISTERS ON HANDS FROM 
CLENCHING FISTS. | SCRATCH AND BITE AND SCREAM MORE AND 
MORE QUIETLY. TORN BY HOSTILE WORDS [HEAR AGAIN: A WHORE JSS 
| ALWAYS WHEN I SLEEP WITH YOU. YOU BURST WITH PRIDE LATER ANDI (iF 
STAY ONLY A WHORE. AND I MGVE BACK NEVER BEING ABLE 10 GE 
ee pain, "¢ MYSELF. TO FEEL, TO DESIRE AND TO-ENJOY ORGASM. TO HAVE FUN AND 
& ao ve he EXPERIENCE PLEASURE. [HAVE TO-LEARN TO-EXPRESS MYSELF HEARING 
BS ALL THE TIME THAT IM A BITCH. ALL WHAT IS LEFT FOR MEIS A 
we~h PAIN OF TORN VAGINA AND THE LACK OF SATISFACTION. ONLY 
WOMAN'S LOT AND CONSTANT FANTASIES OR A STATUS OF 
AN EASY SLUT, 


FUCK FINGER 


Woe ZAIN 
ve y 


